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THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
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The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two

Prelude
Opening Hymn - Gather Us In (by Marty Haugen)

Here in this place new light is streaming Give us to drink the wine of compassion
Now is the darkness vanished away Give us to eat the bread that is you

See in this space our fears and our dreamings Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
Brought here to you in the light of this day Lives that are holy and hearts that are true
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken Not in the dark of buildings confining
Gather us in, the blind and the lame Not in some heaven light years away

Call to us now and we shall awaken But here in this place the new light is shining
We shall arise at the sound of our name Now is the kingdom, now is the day

We are the young, our lives are a mystery Gather us in and hold us forever

We are the old who yearn for your face Gather us in and make us your own

We have been sung throughout all of history Gather us in, all peoples together

Called to be light to the whole human race Fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty
Gather us in, the proud and the strong
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly
Give us the courage to enter the song

Here we will take the wine and the water
Here we will take the bread of new birth

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters
Call us anew to be salt for the earth

Opening Acclamation BCP 355
Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

Saying together:

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



God of mercy, God of grace Hymnal 538
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Words: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847), alt. Music: Lucerna Laudoniae, David Evans (1874-1948). By permission of Oxford

University Press.

The Collect
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant:  Let us pray.

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and

anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant
they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.



Liturgy of the Word

A Reading from Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

Thus says God, the LORrD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
[ am the Lorb, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
[ am the LorD, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 29 BCP 620
Afferte Domino

Ascribe to the LOrD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

The voice of the LorD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
The voice of the LorD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.

The voice of the LorD breaks the cedar trees;
the LorD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
The voice of the LorD splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the LorD shakes the wilderness;
the LorD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

The voice of the LorD makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LOrRD
all are crying, "Glory!"
The Lorb sits enthroned above the flood;
the LoRD sits enthroned as King for evermore.
The Lorp shall give strength to his people;
the LorD shall give his people the blessing of peace.

A Reading from Acts 10:34-43

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning
in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people
but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the
living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



The Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People: Glory be to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”” But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom
I am well pleased.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon



The Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
I do.

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit And born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, And is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, The holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread,
and in the prayers?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return
to the Lord?

I will, with God’s help.
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as your self?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every
human being?

I will, with God’s help.

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth
by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in
eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

BCP 292



Prayers of the People BCP 392
After each paragraph of this prayer, the People may make an appropriate response, as directed.

Leader: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

Leader: For all people in their daily life and work;

ALL: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Leader: We pray for Donald Trump our President, Wes Moore our Governor, Robert
Cassilly, our County Executive. For this community, the nation, and the world;
ALL: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Leader: For the just and proper use of your creation;
ALL: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Leader: We pray especially for those named on the prayer list and the residents of Harford Family
House. For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
ALL: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Leader: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
ALL: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Leader: For +Sean Rowe our Presiding Bishop; +Carrie Schofield-Broadbent our
Bishop; Kirk Kubicek+, our Priest-in-charge; for those in the Diocesan Cycle of
Prayer.

We pray for all bishops, priests and deacons.
ALL:  For all who serve God in his Church.

Leader: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions

Leader: Hear us, Lord;

ALL: For your mercy is great.

Leader: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. Bless those who are celebrating their

birthdays especially Fr. Larrie Smith this week and those who are celebrating anniversaries
this week.

Silence

The People may add their own thanksgivings
Leader: We will exalt you, O God our King;

ALL: And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Leader: We pray for all who have died, especially Rev. Carroll Eads, and George Rigdon, that
they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence
The People may add their own petitions

Leader: Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
ALL: Who put their trust in you.



Confession
The Deacon or Celebrant says

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

In your compassion forgive us our sins,

Known and unknown,

Things done and left undone;

And so uphold us by your Spirit

That we may live and serve you in newness of life,
To the honor and glory of your Name;

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Announcements



Offertory Hymn - Let all mortal flesh keep silence Hymnal 324
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Words: Liturgy of St. James; para. Gerard Moultrie (1829-1885). Music: Picardy, French carol, 17th cent.; melody from
Chansons populaires des Provinces de France, 1860; harm. after The English Hymnal, 1906.



Eucharistic Prayer C BCP 369

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in
their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

People: By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,

reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust;
and we turned against one another.

People: Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your

righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law,
to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

People: By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and

martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your
glory, in their unending hymn:

Celebrant and People:
Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus Hymnal S125
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And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit,
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
People: We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

The Celebrant continues

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the
grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the
world in his name.

People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,

from generation to generation. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread BCP 364

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept

Celebrant:  Alleluia! We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
People: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. Alleluia.

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for all People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for the life of the world, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

To receive Holy Communion, you may stand or kneel at the Rail, and receive Bread and Wine,
or just Bread as is your custom.
When receiving the Wine, please guide the chalice by holding it by its base.
We only receive from the Common Cup, no longer by Intinction (dipping the wafer).
If instead of communion you desire a Blessing, please fold your arms across your chest.
Let the usher know if you would like to receive communion in the pew.

Gluten free wafers are available at communion.

Post-Communion Prayer BCP 366

Celebrant:  Let us pray.
Celebrant and People say

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,
now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing



Closing Hymn - Joyful, joyful we adore thee Hymnal 376
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Words: Henry Van Dyke (1852-1933). Music: Hymn to Joy, Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827); adapt. Edward Hodges
(1796-1867), alt.

The Dismissal

Celebrant:  Alleluia, Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ!
People: Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia!



The altar flowers today are given to today in
loving memory of Larry and John Senes
to honor their birthdays

By Debbie Senes

Jhank you
For joining our Live Stream Services here at
Christ Church Forest Hill, Rock Spring Parish.

To support our ongoing Live Stream Ministry,

Contributions may be sent to:
Christ Church, P.O. Box 215, Forest Hill, MD 21050.

1o join our mailing list,

Please send an email to: ChristChrsp@gmail.com

May God Bless You

this day and throughout the week ahead!
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ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS 2026 e 5P e

Please indicate whether you would like to pick up the flowers after the dedication date or leave for church use.

I would like to add the following dedications in 2026

Date Preferred Sunday  Dedication (as it will appear in the bulletin Ex: In memory of, in honor of, Pick  Church
In thanksgiving for, etc.) UpY  UseV

NAME:

(PLEASE PRINT) Envelope #:

Method of Payment ($35 contribution per Sunday)

Payment Included Will send 0 Cash o Check (made payable to Christ Church Rock Spring Parish) 0 Paypal

Please mail this form to the office or place in the offertory plate.

Should you wish to pick up the flowers, please do so after services on the 2" week of flower delivery.

(For more information, contact the parish administrator or a member of the altar guild).

Christ Episcopal Church
P.O. Box 215 Forest Hill, MD 21050
ChristChurchForestHill.org 410-838-6606 ChristChrsp@gmail.com




Song Page

Come Into The Quiet
Come into the quiet

Be one with God’s breath
Rest in this waiting place
Peace will be there

Truth

Love

Healing

Rest, rest,

Peace will be there

Truth

Love

Healing

By: Diane Davis Andrew

BETTER TIMES WILL COME
Words & music Janis Ian

Better times, better times will come.

Better times, better times will come.

When this world learns to live as one,

oh, better times will come

When we greet each dawn without fear

knowing loved ones soon will be near

When the winds of war cannot blow any more

Oh, better times will come

CHORUS

Though we live each day as our last

we know someday soon it will pass

We will dance, we will sing

in that never-ending spring

Oh, better times will come

CHORUS

Oh, better times will come

Eleanor’s Song

Can you see the cross / On my forehead
Sayin’ Jesus lives inside of me

Can you see the cross / On my forehead

There for all the world to see

To see how we are meant to love
To see how we are meant to live
To see how we are meant to share

To see how we are meant to give

That he is Lord of all that is
That he is mine and I am His
As I strive for justice, peace and dignity

I share in his every ministry

That I am God’s beloved child
That our God is well pleased with me
That we can laugh and dance and sing

Nothing can separate the love of Christ from me

Can you see the cross / On my forehead
Sayin’ Jesus lives inside of me
Can you see the cross / On my forehead

There for all the world to see

Copyright Sounds Divine
Kirk Alan Kubicek



Christ Church, Rock Spring Parish Vestry Officers

. . . . Molly Neal, Senior Warden
The Rev. Kirk Kubicek, Priest in Charge Y

Email: rosied4us2@yahoo.com

MAILING ADDRESS: Christ Church Phone: 410-652-4502
P.O. Box 215 Jane O’Leary, Acting Treasurer
Forest Hill, MD 21050 Email: christchrsp@gmail.com

Phone: 410-838-6606
Phone: 410-838-6606

Email: ChristChrsp@gmail.com Tony Davis, Jr Warden

2 . . .. Email: tony.davis@woolpert.com
Staff: Renee Veiscn, Parl.sh A'dmlnlstrator Phone: 443.307-3280
Robert Hitz, Music Director

Cemetery Warden

For Parish and Diocese of Maryland
Leslie Amtmann

Information & Updates Email: Lamtmann@hotmail.com

To get the Diocesan ENews and other Diocese of Maryland Phone: 410-382-4579

Information: https://episcopalmaryland.org/ Church Vestry Members
For Christ Church Updates and Live Stream Services: Thru 2025 Lyn Edmunds, Registrar
: . Peggy Reel
www.ChristChurchForestHill.org cELy Tee
Janet Clifton
& www.tacebook.com/ChristChurchForestHill/ Leslie Amtmann
Molly Neal
CC offers a scannable alternative that Thru 2026 Lois Tidey
Richard Baker
makes donating simple, using Kate Davis
the PayPal app. Thru 2027 Tony Davis

The Most Rev. Sean Rowe, Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church
The Rt. Rev. Carrie Schofield-Broadbent, Bishop of the Diocese of Maryland

CHRIST CHURCH PRAYER LIST: If there is a name that you would like added to the list for prayerful
support, please contact the parish office, or feel free to drop a note onto the collection plate on Sundays. Names
will remain on the Prayer List in our weekly bulletin and monthly Chimes for 4 weeks unless other arrangements
are requested.

LET US PRAY: For those who are sick, in any kind of need or difficulty, especially: For the residents of
Harford Family House; For refugees worldwide desperately seeking safety; For those who suffer because of any
humanitarian crises in the world and the escalating climate crisis; For all the people in the world, that they can
experience peace and stability in their lands; For the victims of natural disasters, especially those affected by the
recent floods and wildfires; For the communities that have experienced mass shootings.

For those on our prayer list: Sue Sampson, Linda Michel, Dave Fender, Lyn Edmunds, Ken, Bill Mundy,
Alice Richardson, Chris Martin, Jonathan Miller, Will, Tracey Kahl, Casey, and Debbie B.

For these parishioners who are unable to be with us every Sunday: Betty Parker; Lynn Klein, and Hazel
Borkowski



