
Christ Church Forest Hill  

 Rock Spring Parish  

 

                  November 2022 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ wƻŎƪ {ǇǊƛƴƎ tŀǊƛǎƘ   
нмлл wƻŎƪ {ǇǊƛƴƎ wƻŀŘ 
tΦhΦ .ƻȄ нмр 
CƻǊŜǎǘ IƛƭƭΣ a5 нмлрл 
tƘƻƴŜΥ пмл-уоу-сслс 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ /ƘǊƛǎǘ/ƘǊǎǇϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ǿǿǿΦ/ƘǊƛǎǘ/ƘǳǊŎƘCƻǊŜǎǘIƛƭƭΦƻǊƎ 
 
 
hŦŦƛŎŜ IƻǳǊǎΥ ¢ǳŜǎ ϧ ¢ƘǳǊǎ мл ς н όƴŜǿ ƘƻǳǊǎύ ϝ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΧhǘƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ ōȅ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΦ  

tǊƛŜǎǘ-Lƴ-/ƘŀǊƎŜΥ CǊΦ YƛǊƪ YǳōƛŎŜƪ 
tŀǊƛǎƘ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊΥ !ƴƴŀ wƛǎŘƻǊŦŜǊ 
{ŜȄǘƻƴΥ WƻƘƴ ¢ƛǇǘƻƴ 
±ŜǎǘǊȅ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΥ aƻƭƭȅ bŜŀƭΣ {ŜƴƛƻǊ ²ŀǊŘŜƴ 
WŀƴŜ hΩ[ŜŀǊȅΣ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 
¢ƻƴȅ 5ŀǾƛǎΣ WǳƴƛƻǊ ²ŀǊŘŜƴ 
YŀǘŜ 5ŀǾƛǎΣ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǊ 
/ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊΥ  [ŜǎƭƛŜ !ƳǘƳŀƴƴ 
aǳǎƛŎ ¢ŜŀƳ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎΥ 
wƻōŜǊǘ IƛǘȊτ/ƘƻƛǊ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

[ȅƴ 9ŘƳǳƴŘǎτ{ƻƴƎ [ŜŀŘŜǊ 
 

    



Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

This is my favorite time in the Christian Year: All Hallows Eve (Oct 31), All Saints Day (Nov 1) and 
All Souls (Nov 2), soon followed by Christ the King Sunday (Nov 20) and then, a New Year begins on 
the First Sunday of Advent (Nov 27). Like the fall season itself, the final feast days of the Christian 
Year offer a time to reflect on the cycle things and loved ones passing away, as connected to  
resurrection and beginning once again. The leaves fall as we remember those faithful servants who 
have gone before us and who continue to support us as the company of saints in heaven! And what a 
funny king we have! He had no army, wrote no books, had no place to call home beyond his home in 
the heart of Godôs Eternal Love ï a Love which Jesus lived and continues to live in the life of his 
Body, the Church. That is, in and through us, his faithful servants. 
 
After what seems like a long journey through the Pandemic, worship in church finally looks pretty 
much as we remember it before we observed an ongoing series of precautions in an attempt to protect 
one another as the virus continued to spread and mutate. Now, thankfully, transmission rates are low in 
Harford County, and we have been open for worship most of this year! We will always offer a Live 
Stream option, and we welcome upwards of 10 or more people online every week. But do consider 
now as the time to return to regular church attendance as best fits your own particular health needs and 
precautions. 
 
The fall is also the time every year that we prayerfully consider how we might support the ongoing 
mission of our Rock Spring Parish in the year ahead. Despite the challenges of the past few years, we 
have stabilized our financial picture substantially compared to where we were six years ago. Your 
pledge for 2023 will not only allow us to continue Godôs work in this place and throughout Harford 
County, but also make it possible to touch more lives with the Love of Christ that we experience in our 
small but mighty Community of Christôs Love. We ask that pledges either be sent in by mail, or 
brought to church on the First Sunday of Advent when all the pledges will be blessed at the altar. 
 
As I have done the past three years, I will offer a Live Stream Thanksgiving time of prayer and  
reflection. As many of us are busy in the kitchen and throughout the house preparing for guests, or 
heading out to join others on Thanksgiving day, this year I will offer the Live Stream on Wednesday 
Evening, November 23, a service of Compline with appropriate readings and reflection at 8:00pm, 
EDT. You can watch, listen and participate on your phone, tablet or computer wherever you are! It 
will be helpful to have a Book of Common Prayer handy, but even if you donôt have one at hand, do 
plan to attend! A Zoom invitation will be sent out the week of Thanksgiving. 
 
Finally, as mentioned above, the First Sunday of Advent will be Sunday, November 27, in church and 
Live Stream, beginning with music at 9:45am EST. Remember, this is the Sunday to bring in your 
Pledge of Support for the mission and ministries of our church to be blessed at the altar ï or, to please 
send it in to the office before Tuesday, November 22nd so it may be included with those that are 
brought to church on the 27th . Your pledge is one of the best investments you can make to insure the 
future of Christ Church, Forest Hill, Rock Spring Parish! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Kirk Kubicek, Priest in Charge 



Exploring Our Catechism: What is the duty of all Christians? 
 
Yes, The Episcopal Church (TEC) has a Catechism. It is found beginning on page 845 in the Book of 
Common Prayer as: An Outline of the Faith, commonly called the Catechism. It begins with a discussion 
of Human Nature, and concludes with a discussion of The Christian Hope. In between these two  
discussions beginning on page 855 is a section titled, The Ministry, which points out the ñThe ministers  
of the Church are lay persons, bishops, priests and deacons.ò One notes that bishops, priests and deacons 
are in descending hierarchical order, which puts lay persons at the top of the hierarchy! When asked why 
this might be, most people say, ñBecause there are more of us!ò Which is true. But, itôs true because all 
bishops, priests and deacons are also lay persons. One becomes a lay person of the Church by receiving 
the sacrament of Baptism. Once a lay person always a lay person! 
 
What is the ministry of the laity? (BCP 855)  
 
ñThe ministry of lay persons is to represent Christ and his Church; to bear witness to him wherever they 
may be; and, according to the gifts given them, to carry on Christôs work of reconciliation in the world; 
and to take their place in the life, worship and governance of the Church.ò This, in addition to our  
promises made at Baptism, is the job description for us all, lay persons, bishops, priests and deacons. It is 
especially important to note, that we are all to carry on Christôs work of reconciliation ñin the world.ò 
Wherever we are. And with whatever gifts we have been given. No one is asked to give more than  
according to the gifts they have been given. The other side of this assertion, however, is we are also  
expected to give no less than according to the gifts we have been given. The life of faith, then, might be 
described as discerning our gifts and finding ways to put them to work as representatives of Christ,  
wherever we are. 
 
The Catechism also asks, What is the duty of all Christians? (BCP 856)  
 
ñThe duty of all Christians is to follow Christ; to come together week by week for corporate worship; and 
to work, pray and give for the spread of the kingdom of God.ò Yes, we can all worship God wherever we 
may be ï out of doors, on the golf course, at home with our family and friends. But there is a special  
power among us when we gather together, week by week, for corporate worship. For it is in our corporate 
worship that we support one another and gather the strength and confidence to fulfill our ñjob descriptionò 
as outlined here in the Catechism and in our Baptismal Covenant. This is why, four Sundays of the year 
are set aside to renew our Baptismal 
 
Vows: The Feast of our Lordôs Baptism, Easter, Pentecost and All Saints Sunday. 
 
We are also called to ñworkò for the spread of the kingdom of God and Christôs reconciliation in the 
world. To reconcile is to bring things and one another together, not to divide ourselves from others. We 
are called to love one another, all others, as Christ loves us. This is truly hard work! Which is why we 
pray to be a reconciling presence in the world. Not just at home; not just in church; but in ñthe world.ò We 
all know that the world can use more justice, peace and reconciliation every day. 
 
Finally, we are to give for the spread of the kingdom of God. It takes money to maintain our home base, 
Rock Spring Parish. Traditionally, Christians have considered the Biblical Tithe, 10%, as a measure of our 
giving for the spread of Godôs kingdom. People often ask, ñIs that 10% of gross or net income?ò The  
answer is simple: it doesnôt matter! Ten Percent of anything will be more than enough to sustain the work 
of Christ in the world! Not everyone can manage this, but considering what percentage one already gives 
helps to put in perspective how seriously we take ñthe duty of all Christians.ò Even a gift of one or two 
percent may be enough to enable us to do more to represent Christ wherever we are! Note: Our job  
description does not ask us to ñbelieveò anything. Only to follow Jesus in a Christ-like life as best we can! 



Stewardship Pledge Form 

2023 

 

In prayerful consideration of my/our stewardship of Godõs resources, responsibility to Christ 
Church, and the desire to take the next step in my/our journey of faith, I/we pledge the following 
financial support to Christ Church for the 2023 church year: 

 

 Weekly $_______________                

  

Quarterly $_______________ 

  

Monthly $_______________ 

                     For a total of $_______________ per year 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________  

Phone #: _________________________ Email: _______________________________  

¶ I would like to receive envelopes (circle one):       YES           NO    

¶ Envelope #_______________ 

 

Signature: ________________________________________Date: ___________ 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ōȅ ƳŀƛƭΦ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ wƻŎƪ {ǇǊƛƴƎ tŀǊƛǎƘ 
tΦhΦ .ƻȄ нмр 

   CƻǊŜǎǘ IƛƭƭΣ a5  нмлрл 
 

                                                                         Thank you and God Bless! 

 





 

   The big news from the Rock Spring Keepers is that Christ Church met the TREX 

Challenge, and more than 500 pounds of stretch plastic is being recycled as a result.  

Thanks to everyone who contributed to this effort!  Our award, the brand new TREX 

bench assembled by Ed Neal, creates a sunny seating space for two in the courtyard. 

Try it out! Makes for a great photo op! 

 

   The Keepersõ agenda includes doing a òcritter countó to sample the amount of  

macro-invertebrates in the water near Rock Spring. Melinda has already found a few 

tiny salamanders near the spring. RSK plans a movie night during the winter months, 

and in early spring, there will be a raffle basket with cool eco-friendly stuff for your 

backyard, porch, or balcony habitat.   

 

  Please consider helping out with periodic clean-up of Rock Spring Church Road by 

signing up at the Keepersõ Table in the Parish Hall. 

 

Fun Fact:   There are over 4,000 species of bees native to North America. Bees are 

the main pollinators for fruits and vegetables (US Department of Agriculture). 



Congratulations to Christ   Church Family and Friends for their amazing 

plastic recycling rally. We reached our goal for 500 lbs. in only 2 months. 

We were rewarded with a sturdy new Trex garden bench.  

Stop by and check it out as you enjoy the beautiful courtyard gardens.  

Thanks to the Rock Spring Keepers for leading this project and showing us 

just how much plastic is in our everyday lives. I hope we'll all continue to 

collect this film plastic and deposit either at the Christ Church drop off or 

at the entrance to most local grocery stores.  

 

If you know of another non -profit who would like to take their own  

challenge have them contact me. And, now that we're "in the good habit", 

Christ Church could supplement their plastic collection too.   

 

Good job all!  

Molly  
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A gathering of the Piece Makers quilting group with some of their 

amazing quilts that are donated to regional hospitals.  
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A special thanks to Richard Tidey for giving 

The Hand Me Down Hub Donation House a 

much needed facelift.  



Thank you for all the get well wishes, cards and flowers from the Christ 

Church members after my recent hospital visit.   All is getting better and I 

will see you soon.    

         Love, Mary Jane   (MJ)  



  

 

 

 

 

 

2022 Christmas  

Poinsettia Contribution 

 

Name : ________________________________________________________ 

Phone _____________________________________ Envelope # _________ 

 

Please accept this contribution of $____________  toward the  

cost of  decorating Christ Church at Christmas.       

     

In Memory of ___________________________________________________ 

In Honor of _____________________________________________________ 

In Thanksgiving for ______________________________________________ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƴŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻũŜǊǘƻǊȅ ǇƭŀǘŜΥ 
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    WEEKLY ENVELOPES 
     
 

BLESSINGS REPORT      
 

hŎǘƻōŜǊΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƛǎΥ  Ϸ 
    
We need $2,000 each week  
to meet our expenses. 
     
  

      
  
 
 

 

Please remember to  
mail your offering to:  
 
Christ Church 
P.O. Box 215 
Forest Hill, MD 21050 
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Infant to Teen sizes available. 

Send a request for yourself  

or another. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY        

 

November 
 
13ñMark Lane 

13ñCatherine Horchner 

16ñConnor Chase 

17ñJoseph Necker, Jr. 

17ñLibby Ohl 

18ñRobert Lane, Jr. 

20ñGlassell Parker 

22ñAudrey Hoover 

22ñCassidy Hoover 

24ñSilvia Meranski 

27ñHollis Eaton 

1ðAll Saintsô Day 
  Psalm:         149  
  1st Lesson:   Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 
  2nd Lesson:  Ephesians 1:11-23 
  Gospel:        Luke 6:20-31 

PRAY for those who are sick, in any kind of need or difficulty, especially: For the residents of 
Harford Family House; For peace and understanding in Baltimore; For all the victims of recent terror attacks 
throughout the world; For the refugees leaving Syria and Central America in desperation;    
For those who suffer because of the extreme humanitarian crises; For all the people in the Middle East, that 
they can experience peace and stability in their lands; For the victims of natural disasters;  For the communities 
that have experienced Mass Shootings & Riots. 
For those on our prayer list:  For Sue Tressler, Kevin & Linda, Betty Parker, Beverly Gomez, Dan Moss, 
Robin, Keith Hamilton, Sharon Selke, Sharon Slaugenhoup, Caroline, Donald Heddy, Karen Fulcomer, Art 
Smith, Eliot, Rebecca, Louise, Carole, Becky, Don, Peter, Lael, Jacqueline, Hollis, Mike Yates, Sue Sampson, 
Catherine Horchner, Ken, Libby Ohl, Judith Herseth, Mary Tucci, Sherry Cole, Silvia Meranski, Sam  
Robertello, Blake Gude, Wayne Hall, Amanda Tidey, Bill D., Hazel Borkowski , John 
For our Missionary: Jean M. Baumbach 

For these parishioners who are unable to be with us every Sunday: 
Glassell & Betty Parker; Beth Hauser; Pat Rohrman, Lynn Klein, Libby Ohl 

2ðAll Soulsô Day 
Psalm:          130 or 116:10-17 
1st Lesson:   Wisdom 3:1-9 
2nd Lesson:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  
Gospel:        John 5:24-27 

30ðSt. Andrew the Apostle 
Psalm:        19 or 19:1-6 
1st Lesson:    Deuteronomy 30:11-14 
2nd Lesson:   Romans 10:8b-18 
Gospel:         Matthew 4:18-22 

ANNIVERSARIES  

 

November 
 
1ñFr. Kirk & Mallory Kubicek 

8ñFr. Larrie Smith & Janet Clifton 


