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bearly Beloved in Christ PRIEST IN CHARGE: JANUARY 2026

This year, January 6, the Feast of Epiphany, and Tuesday, February 17 mark the Season of Epiphany.
Making February 18 Ash Wednesday, and the beginning of Lent. Epiphany means manifestation, or
appearance — and is a season of the Church Year that focuses us on some of the ways in which Jesus
Christ the Son of God became manifest, or known, not only to his neighbors and fellow countrymen and
women in Israel, but to the Gentile world as well.

The primary events of the Epiphany Season are: The Visit of the Magi, or Wise Men; the Baptism of
Jesus by John; turning water into wine at a Wedding Feast in Cana of Galilee (northern Israel); ending with
The Transfiguration on a mountain top with three of the disciples on the Last Sunday of Epiphany. The
Visit of the Magi and the Transfiguration feature bright light, while the Baptism of Jesus and the
Transfiguration both feature the voice of God.

Both the Star that led the Magi to Bethlehem, and Jesus suddenly appearing dazzling white on the
mountain top of the Transfiguration have led to the Season of Epiphany being called The Season of Light.
This is echoed in the opening verses of the Gospel of John the evangelist (not the Baptizer, nor the
visionary writer of the Book of Revelation), where we learn that the Word which was with God in the
beginning, the Word that was God, is also the Light and Life of the World - a world which is otherwise
often shrouded in deep darkness. Epiphany, then, means to remind us that the Light of Christ shines
through the darkness somewhat like the way the light of a coastal lighthouse pierces the dark of night, and
through the darkness and rough waters of an ocean storm. The Light of Christ is what guides us to safety,
leads us beside still waters, for the sake of the Word’s name, Yeshua, or Joshua, which means Yahweh
saves, or God is Salvation.

At Jesus’s baptism by John in the River Jordan, and his transfiguration on the mountaintop while
talking with Moses and Elijah, those with Jesus heard a voice as he came up out of the water. Or, in one
version of his baptism it suggests that only Jesus may have heard the voice. At his baptism it says, “This is
my Son, my Beloved; with whom | am well pleased.” While at the Transfiguration it is speaking to the three
disciples: “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him.” In the Gospel of John some of the bystanders
thought it sounded like thunder! In the first instance, the voice let’s Jesus know who he really is, and let’s
anyone else who may have heard it know who he is as well. By the time of the Transfiguration, just before
he sets off to Jerusalem and the showdown with Pilate and the Empire, the voice confirms his identity to
the disciples, and commands that they listen to him. Let the reader know, “the disciples” always means us
- we who are those who follow him.

This is why one feature of Epiphany Season is that it is a time to Renew our Baptismal Covenant, which
reminds us not just who we are, but also whose we are - by virtue of our baptism we belong to Christ, a
title that means God’s Anointed. And because one of the promises we make in our Baptismal Covenant is
that all that we do and all that we say will proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ, it is important that we
listen to Him every day and every night. Which is why the Book of Common Prayer was first conceived - to
give us the means of both morning and evening prayers, accompanied by readings from scripture so that
we might hear Christ’s calling to us as we begin and end each day. These forms of prayer, and the Daily
Lectionary found at the back of the Book of Common Prayer together offer us a daily ritual in which we
listen to Him — and promise to seek and serve Christ in all persons; loving our neighbor; and strive to work
for justice and peace for all people, respecting the dignity of every human being. In this way Jesus is made
manifest to us, and to all to whom we are sent in his name. Epiphany is our season to become the
manifestation of Christ to all people!

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Kirk Kubicek, Priest in Charge



POETRY FOR THE SEASON OF EPIPHANY: MADELEINE UENGLE

Madeleine LEngle is perhaps best known for her Newbury Award winning book, A Wrinkle in time. She wrote
more than 50 books, novels, memoirs, theology, and poetry. A collection new and collected poems was
recently published as The Ordering of Love. Here are a couple examples from Madeleine UEngle’s poetry.

LIKE EVERY NEWBORN COME, LORD JESUS!

“The Lord is King, and hath put on glorious apparel;
the Lord hath put on glorious apparel,
and girded himself with strength.”

Come, Lord Jesus! Do | dare
Cry: Lord Jesus, quickly come!
Flash the lightening in the air,
Like every newborn, he has come from very far. Crash the thunder on my home!
His eyes are closed against the brilliance of the star. Should I speak this awful prayer?
So glorious is he, he goes to this immoderate length Come, Lord Jesus, help me dare.
To show his love for us, discarding power and strength.

Girded for war, humility his mighty dress, Come, Lord Jesus! You | call

He moves into the battle wholly weaponless. To come (come soon!) are not the child
Who lay once in the manger stall,
Are not the infant meek and mild.

You come in judgment on our fall:
THE RISK OF BIRTH, CHRISTMAS, 1973 Help me to know you, whom I call.

This is no time for a child to be born,
With the earth betrayed by war & hate
And a comet slashing the sky to warn

Come, Lord Jesus! Come this night
With your purging and your power,
For the earth is dark with blight
And in sin we run and cower
Before the splendid, raging sight
Of the breaking of the night.

That time runs out & the sun burns late.

That was no time for a child to be born,
In a land in the crushing grip of Rome;

Honour & truth were trampled by scorn -
Come, Lord Jesus! Our darkness end!

Yet here did the Saviour make his home )
Break the bonds of time and space.

All the powers of evil rend

When is the time for love to be born?? )
By the radiance of your face.

The innis full on the planet earth, ) T
The laughing stars with joy attend:

And by a comet the sky is torn -

. , . Come, Lord Jesus! Be my end.
Yet Love still takes the risk of birth.

[Comet Kohoutek (C1973E1) crossed the sky in late 1973]




CHRIST CHURCH VESTRY MINUTES
NOVEMBER 19,2025, 7 PM Virtual Meeting Via Zoom

Attending: Fr. Kirk, Molly Neal, Jane O’Leary, Leslie Amtmann, Rick Baker, Kate Davis,

Lyn Edmunds, Lois Tidey.

Meeting opened at 7 pm with prayer “to clear out our hearts, O God.” Minutes from the October
15, 2025, meeting were accepted as written.

Treasurer: Funds from investment accounts continue to grow. Member contributions, as of
10/31/25, are at 100% of budget, and income is at 93% of budget, thanks to the faithful efforts
of our congregation. Thanks to those who helped with recent cash raffle which provided to its
full potential. Expenses are at 93% of budget. Though income and expenses are “evening out,”
both are slightly below budgeted amounts.

Finance committee is working to develop 2026 budget by researching and estimating expense
to income ratio. Committee will bring proposed budget to December Vestry meeting for
consideration and approval. Molly expressed good feelings about there things are budget-wise:
“we have a good path to follow.” She notes positive development of parish being involved in
developing budget, with people who are aware and committed to understand our finances.
Treasurer’s report accepted.

Cemetery: Leslie reports a memorial plaque was placed on the graves of Frances Lynch and
Thomas Lynch Ward. Additionally, two plots were sold in the cremains section.

Rector: Fr Kirk and Molly are heading for Diocesan Convention Nov. 22 and 23. Congratulations
to Mallory and Kirk Kubicek who celebrated their 50" wedding anniversary (Nov. 1% with a
family gala. Fr. Kirk will soon complete his annual health exam.

Holiday season begins with the First Sunday of Advent on Nov. 23™. The church will be
decorated Saturday, Dec. 20; candlelight Christmas Eve service is Dec. 24" at 5 pm

Senior Warden: Molly reports incident in which a hunter (unknown to CC) with crossbow
entered the woods, prompting “No Hunting without permission” signs to be put up. Mr. Cooper
is presently the only hunter with permission to hunt on CC property.

ECW has holiday raffle in the parish hall. The Giving Tree with gift tags for Harford Family House
will be in the church entry on Sunday Nov. 24" ECW will participate in Hope for the Homeless

on 1/12/26, providing meals to families in hotels, and lunch at Centre Methodist Church.

Molly notes an organizational change. Our former Regional Council of 12 Episcopal churches



within the diocese has been broadened to become a Deanery of 23 parishes ranging from
Hampstead to the Susquehanna, to be called Northern Chesapeake Deanery. Fr. Joe Zollickoffer
of Holy Trinity has been named Dean.

Molly adds that our Parish Admin, Renee Vesci, will also attend Diocesan Convention, as the lay
delegate from her church, St. Johns of Havre de Grace. Molly and Renee attended Lay Delegate
training. Is anyone from CC interested in the lay delegate position, with voting privileges, which
might also involve representing CC at the new Deanery?

Little Free Pantry is well used. Bonnie Klein’s brother offered to build a larger pantry. We can
repurpose the smaller box perhaps for pet products. Since church receives donations from
outside our membership (thank you!), a donation box will be placed on the Annex porch for this
purpose. One person called requesting a “needs list” so he can bring items to the shared pantry. A
Veteran’s group prepares baskets for families in need, and is asking churches to recommend
recipients. Renee received the CC request and identified a possible recipient. Lois raised
concerns about the effects of freezing temps on the food items in the pantry. (Note: Lyn’s
preliminary research suggests that a few days storage may be acceptable, but not long term.)

Christine Lane would like to see a campaign to refinish the Parish Hall floor, and will visit Vestry
meeting in the future to discuss this proposed project.

Junior Warden: On behalf of Tony, Molly reports dehumidifiers require frequent emptying, but
appear to keep humidity at acceptable levels. By heroically tunneling under the sacristy, Tony
repaired a broken PVC pipe. Thank you, Tony!

Parking lot needs re-striping. CC met with a Scouting America member, wishing to stripe the
parking lot as his Eagle project; pending lengthy review/approvals, likely spring start date.

Rock Spring Keepers: Lyn reports winterization of the pollinator garden and conservation bed.
The custom CC birdbox has been mounted near the signpost visible from the Annex and parking
lot, and a bluebird box put up between the playground and the Monarch Way Station.

Bible Study: Rick Baker volunteered to facilitate a Bible Study group at CC, perhaps partnering
with another church, to begin the first of the year, meet via Zoom or at church; three people are
interested so far. Renee has offered materials from her church. Perhaps announce in church.
Meeting closed at 7:55 PM with prayer for world’s oneness. Next meeting December 17, 2025.

Submitted by Lyn Edmunds, Registrar




Episcopal
Chureh ¢
Women T8¢

The Episcopal Church Women had a busy December sharing their time and falents!

« The successful Peppermint Twist fundraiser raffles y

. Eéjearmﬂdm the parish-wide gift collection for Harford Family House

« Creating and delivering Cheer Baske s filled with love & goodies
Many thanks to one and all for your contributions and support!

UPCOMING:

JANUARY 11 —HOPE FOR THE HOMELESS Meet in the Christ Church Uﬁnr
kitchen to prepare and package meals miISH
JANUARY 12 —HOPE FOR THE HOMELESS Delivery Team travel to FOR THE HOMELESS ALLLANCE
Aberdeen for 5 PM delivery.

JANUARY 14 ECW MEETING - 7 PM in the Annex

JANUARY 18 ANNUAL MEETING ECW will be cocrdinating the Potluck Luncheon
Look for the sign up sheet and let us know what covered dish you plan to share!

n Tol,
SO FEBRUARY 21 4-7 PM
&< -~ > SPAGHETTI DINNER!

This community event is always a fun way to get together, share good food,
listen to music, and take a chance on great raffles. S
AND back by popular demand,ECW will have lots of goodies ;

at their bake sale table!

BAK

ESALE
wdilesr MARK YOUR CALENDAR! The ANNUAL LADIES TEA is
scheduled for Sunday May 3, 2-4 PM. We'll be off fo

By T i : : )
;,, the races so be sure to join us in The Winner's Circle!

All women of E;?giz ﬂ:ﬁ?
Christ Church —
are automatically Collean Murphy _410-935- 5075
members of EFCW ! ?ﬂﬁé};ﬁ;nﬂﬂ;mua-sma
YOULLL IDEAS ALE Marylane Parrish 410-456-7931
WELLCOME? Melinda Chase  443-866-1134




Please join us for a Pre-Lenten Pancake Breakfast
Sunday - February 15, 2026
immediately following the 10am service!

ASH WEDNESDAY PREPARATION :
BRING IN LAST YEAR’S PALMS

Bring last year’s palms to church to be
burned for this year’s ashes. Ash Wednesday is
the first day of Lent and it falls on February
18™ this year.

The Ashes represent ancient customs of wearing
sack-cloth and ashes to repent from notorious sins.
Among a host of other themes, Lent is a time to
reflect on those times on which we failed to be the
Light of Christ for others. And a time to renew our

personal practices of reading and studying the Bible,
praying, and to consider what sorts of acts of loving
kindness we might perform for others — especially

those in need.



Harford
FAMILY

House

working to end homelessness

The ECW elves again spearheaded a gift donation to Harford Family House. The entire

congregation chose tags of the children’s wishes and enjoyed shopping to fulfill them!

This picture shows the gifts that were donated. They were very glad to receive them

and we will be glad to do it again next year.

Colleen Murphy




The ECW continued their tradition of creating gift “cheer baskets” to deliver to the
church staff and homebound parishioners.

As we head into 2026, it marks my first full year
of working at Christ Church as the Parish
Administrator. This is a lovely and welcoming

place! Thank you all for your gracious hospitality
on a consistent basis. | am grateful to serve here.

N.ﬂTI._ClIN AL
AGUARIUM

With your special gift, | was able to take my
family for on a trip to the National Aquarium and
we had a wonderful time!

Happy New Year!

Renee Vesci



COMMUNITY
SPAGHETTI DINNER

CHRIST CHURCH, ROCK SPRING
2100 Rock SPRING RoOAD,
FOREST HiLL, MD 21050

Entrance on Rock SPRING CHURCH RoAD
(parallel to Route 23—turn in from either Rock Spring Road, across from
ShopRite, or Grafton Shop Road)

Saturday, February 21, 2026

(Snow date Sunday, February 22)
4:00-7:00 PM
$1 Slper person, $8/children under 10

b LIVE MUSIC]
- BIRE S1LLI

| For tickets & information call:
Molly 410-652-4502
‘ ‘ Tickets alsu available at door




Seldy % KEEPERS CORNER January 2026
O . @
. i INTRODUCING THE ROCK SPRING KEEPERS

CARING FOR GOD'S CREATION

Lyn Edmunds

Meet the Christ Church team of eco-stewards:

Melinda Chase - our team leader, a Harford County Watershed Steward, visionary thinker, superb
home gardener. Melinda keeps our team on task, has a wonderful eye for planning and planting
harmonious gardens, and serves as our interface with Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake, and
local government. Husband, Steve Chase, an active RSK partner who “drives a mean shovel,” has
taken on noxious knotweed, creating eco-projects, and the on-going Water Turbidity Study.

Janet Clifton - eco-minded, along with husband Fr. Larrie Smith, Janet does Adopt-A Road pickups,
performs pollinator bed and property spruce-up tasks in between extensive East-Coast travels. Janet
has shared her sister’s experiences as a long-time green team member at Immanuel Episcopal
Church, Glencoe.

Lyn Edmunds - team scribe. Lyn keeps RSK minutes, writes a monthly column for the CHIMES, helps
organize educational programs such as Earth Day, and reports Adopt-A-Road pickups. Lyn has life-
long ties to Chesapeake Bay, the health of which holds a special interest for her.

Joy Mayfield - long time CC member, Joy is a Master Gardener and environmental activist currently
living in Rock Hall, MD. Joy was active planning, planting, and nurturing the pollinator bed; she
travels to keep her “adopted” area of CC in good shape, and is our consultant for native plants,
shrubs, trees, and pollinators.



Molly Neal - our Senior Warden, task master of campus workdays and heavy-duty projects (e.g.,
erecting the garden fence, tire removal, TREX Challenge), morale booster, networker, consultant
for grants and church policy. Husband, Ed Neal, a backyard farmer, does much heavy lifting for
RSK not only with his truck, but also with his expertise and efficiency.

Mary Jane Parrish — we know MJ as a terrific gardener, floral arranger, and networker, who now
lives a stone’s throw from the Bush River. MJ teams with her grandson to clean up Rock Spring
Church Road. She helped set up a well-equipped shed as our base of operations, and has
beautified many areas of church property.

Richard Tidey — a worker-bee who dives in to the most daunting tasks with a “can-do attitude.”
Richard was crucial to the planning, creation, and maintenance of the Monarch Way Station. He
developed a watering system during droughts, erected two birdhouses on the property, performs
Adopt-a-Road pickups, and is a tenacious problem solver.

Actually, all people at Christ Church are Keepers of Rock Spring, which has remained a clear,
sparkling water source for centuries. Thank you for all you do to support eco-responsible

activities in our parish.

CARING FOR GOD'S CREATION
CHRIST CHURCH, ROCK SPRING PARISH

FOREST HiLL, MD
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YOU’RE INVITED!
FellomshipQ Time

Gathering after our Sunday morning service
is @ time to share something to eat and drink,
welcome new people, and check in with
friends—everyone’s invited!
And anyone can be a Fellowship Host!

Each week, we need a volunteer to set-up, clean-up, keep the

coffee brewed, and provide sweet & savory goodies. Teamwork

is encouraged!
Never hosted before? Never fear—experienced hosts are always
happy to help.
Won’t you join the Fellowship Team? Please look for the sign-up
sheet in the parish hall and pick a date convenient for you. It's a
rewarding way to keep our Christ Church community connected!




Hand Me Down
Hub, Inc.

Supporting families with gently vsed children's clothing

Since 2015
M
TE
]
Marianne Kidd Located at Christ Church,
HMDHub@gmail.com Rock Spring Parish

www.Facebook.com/HMDHub 2100 Rock Spring Rd.
410-838-6606

Submitting a request is easy...

« Contact us by phone, email or Facebook and provide the
following:
Name:
Phone #:
Boy/Girl:
Sizes:
Specific Clothing Needs:
(Ex: jeans, coats, variety)
¢ We will pull available items per your request and you
will receive a phone call advising your request is ready.

* You may pick up your items at Christ Church from our
designated location any time of day at your convenience.

**ALL items are FREE**
Requests are subject to availability but we will do our best to locate special items.
DONATIONS ALWAYS WELCOME. Drop box on back patio behind Hall.

Every little bit helps
Let’s turn the little bits into a BIG Difference!

Interested in a Bible Study Group?!

/4 N f \ We would like to begin a new Bible study group!
000

— J Those interested should contact Rick Baker:

‘ rbbaker2321@msn.com

443-616-8642 cell



Blessing Box Sundays

First Sunday of each month

We also have a new donation drop-off box located at the
Annex Building doors....making it easier
for everyone to leave donations!

All items must be
shelf-stable (non-perishable), sealed, able to withstand
high temperatures,
and cannot contain alcohol.
PLEASE CHECK EXPIRATION DATES...MUST BE CURRENT!

DONATIONS CAN BE DROPPED OFF
AT YOUR CONVENIENCE!

e Bring donations to any service...not just the monthly blessing service!
Donations are sorted and stored in the Annex Building and brought
over when it is time for the blessing.

e Drop donations in the outdoor bin by the Annex doors (see picture
above).

e Come by the Annex Building during office hours on Tuesdays and
Thursdays (10am to 2pm). There is an additional donation basket in
the Music Room.

e Please see Bonnie Klein if you have any questions.



-LL;; Hf' D let us celebrate

January Birthdays
1 - Bailey Critcher January
Anniversaries
2 - Peggy Reel

3 - Jennifer Clifton 22 - Mary Jane and Leonard Parrish

12 - Fr. Larrie Smith

20 - Sophia Borkowski-Johnson
21 - Stephen Chase

22 - Jacob Lane

23 - Tony Davis

28 - Sierra Lejeune
29 - Ed Neal
30 - Leonard Parrish Vi/

30 - Isabelle Eaton

‘Let Us Pray \/ /

For those who are sick, in any kind of need or difficulty, especially:

For the residents of Harford Family House; For refugees worldwide desperately seeking
safety; For those who suffer because of any humanitarian crises in the world and the
escalating climate crisis; For all the people in the world, that they can experience peace and
stability in their lands; For the victims of natural disasters; For the communities that have
experienced mass shootings.

For those on the prayer list: Sue Sampson, Linda Michel, Dave Fender, Lyn Edmunds, Ken,

Bill Mundy, Alice Richardson, Chris Martin, Jonathan Miller, Will, Tracey Kahl, Casey, and
Debbie B..

For these parishioners who are unable to be with us every Sunday:
Glassell & Betty Parker, Lynn Klein, Hazel Borkowski

Christ Church Prayer List

If there is a name that you would like added to the list for prayerful support, please contact
the parish office, or feel free to drop a note onto the collection plate on Sundays.
Names will remain on the Prayer List in our weekly bulletin and monthly Chimes for 4 weeks
unless otherwise requested.



FINANCE

COMMITTEE
At the Finance Committee meeting on November 10, it was reported that
$2,000 had been raised towards Parish operations by the successful “Close
the Budget Gap” raffle. Joel Tidey was the lucky winner of $500. Kate
mentioned that the second approved “prudent withdrawal” from the
Cemetery Endowment Fund will be transferred imminently into the

operations account in accordance with the 2025 budget.

At this point in the year, our operating income has a net deficit of less than
1%. Treasurer Jane O’Leary pointed out that we have moved from a position
of financial difficulty to a more positive one; our sounder finances are about
having a strong foundation for being witnesses to the Gospel in the
community. We discussed the possibility of establishing a process for
prioritizing property improvements rather than simply being reactive as
crises develop (e.g., roof damage). Discussion ensued about individuals at the
Diocesesan level who might help us work toward this goal.

Much of our meeting was spent working on the 2026 Budget, which will be
presented to the Vestry at the December meeting.

DECEMBER DONATIONS:
$7,490.00

WE NEED $2,000 EACH WEEK
TO MEET OUR EXPENSES.

Remember Your Please include your parishioner number on your

Offerings envelope and check.
This helps ensure the accuracy of our records.

IF YOU NEED ENVELOPES OR HAVE QUESTIONS
REGARDING YOUR GIVING STATEMENT, PLEASE
CONTACT THE OFFICE.

e Place your envelope in the collection plate on Sunday
e Mail your offering to:
WAYS TO GIVE? Christ Church
THE CHOICE 1S YOURS! PO BOX 215

Forest Hill, MD 21050
e Make an online offering using PayPal




Christ Episcopal Church — Rock Spring Parish 37 =
ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS 2026 'iiﬁ o e
P i‘.‘?"?:

Please indicate whether you would like to pick up the Nowers after the dedication date or leave for church use.

I would like to add the following dedications in 2026:

Date Preferred Sunday  Diedication (as it will appear in the bulletin Ex: In memary of, in honor of, PFick Church
In thanksgiving for, eic.) UpY  Usev

NAME:

(PLEASE PRINT) Envelope #:

Method of Payment (3335 contribution per Sundayv)

Pavment Included Will send 0 Cash 0 Check (made payable 1o Christ Chrch Rock Spring Parish) 0 Paypal

Please mail this form o the office or place in the offertory plate.

= week of Mlower delivery,

Christ Episcopal Church

P.O. Box 215 Forest Hill, MD 21050
ChristChurchForestHill.org 410-838-6606 ‘hristChrspi gmail.com



Upcoming: March 29" - Palm Sunday

February 15" - Pancake Breakfast April 5% - Easter
February 21 - Spaghetti Dinner April 29" - Blood Drive 1-6pm
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3

Burial - Sandra Dean

4 9:45 5 6 7 8 9 10
Annual Meeting
Blessing Box Sundays Reports Due
First Sunday of each month
A.G. - Melinda
Read - Melinda
Chalice - Joe
11 9:45 12 13 14 15 16 17
|
1lam ECW
Finance - Set Up for
Committee Annual Meeting
3:30 pm Zoom
A.G. - Kate 3
Read - Kate ECW Meeting
Chalice - Joe 7pm Annex
18 9:45 19 20 . 22 %Q\“NC/@ 23 24
ANNUAL *1 e <,
\L4 A \Wg
MEETING VESORY = e
& POTLUCK . y
AG.-M] Vestry Meeting RSK Meeting
Read - MJ 7 PM (Zoom) 6:30 PM (Zoom)
Chalice - Molly
25 9:45 26 27 28 29 30 31
A.G. - Molly
Read - Molly
Chalice - Kate

The Finance Committee meeting is NOT a firm date monthly
The ECW meeting is routinely the 2nd Wednesday monthly
The Vestry meeting is routinely the 8rd Wednesday monthly
The Rock Spring Keepers is routinely the 4th Thursday monthly




