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PRIEST IN CHARGE:  JUNE 2025
Dearly Beloved Community of Love,

           May has been a rich opportunity to spend time with our new bishop, The Right Reverend
Carrie Schoefield-Broadbent. First, at Clergy Conference at the Diocesan Camp and Conference
Center in Adamstown, MD on the Buckeystown Pike, then two meetings in Harford County at
Ascension Episcopal Church with clergy and lay leaders, and the next morning at St. Mary’s with
just the clergy, including some from Anne Arundel County. In all three meetings the focus was on
becoming A Community of Love. 
           Understanding the Church as A Community of Love is the best way to describe the work
Jesus was doing in gathering people to return our understanding that the heart of God’s will and all
the commandments one can find in The Bible centers on our love of God, love of our neighbors,
and perhaps most important, love of oneself. After all, how can one honestly love God and
neighbor “as yourself” if we do not already love our selves.
           Love of one’s self is based in accepting that we live under the Rule of God’s mercy,
compassion, forgiveness, and care for all persons, and for all of creation. This can be hard to accept
when we so often are disappointed in ourselves, individually and socially as a community, a church,
or even as a country. If it is not our remembrance of childhood traumas, it can just as often be the
presence of ongoing violence all around us that can make us doubt whether anyone, let alone God,
really loves us.                     
           Thus, the importance of becoming A Community of Love. Bishop Carrie has travelled all
across our diocese speaking to lay people and clergy while assembling a tripartite description of
just what A Community of Love looks like: its Values, its Assumptions, and of course its Behaviors.
There is a summary of these characteristics of A Community of Love posted outside the office in
the parish Annex, and copies of the current iteration of these characteristics may be picked up in
the back of the church to take home, to study, and to reflect on just what A Community of Love
might look like. And more importantly, how such A Community of Love behaves and acts in the
world about us. For there can be no mistake: Jesus knows that the Bible, and God his Father, are not
concerned about how to get into heaven, but rather through its library of books of poetry, letters,
historical accounts, prophecy, and stories offers those who read it a vision of how we might be
active in bringing heaven to earth, here and now. 
           A word about “heaven” as the Bible, and especially Jesus, talks about it. It is simply
expressing the very heart of God, for the heart of God is where we and all creation comes from, and
all will one day return. As Jesus speaks of “the kingdom of heaven,” it is another way of saying, “the
kingdom of God,” or perhaps more like “the reign of God’s love, compassion, mercy and justice on
Earth. In this sense, heaven is not about what happens when we die. It is what we are to be focused
on here and now. 
           As I write this, it is the Feast of the Ascension, that event forty days after Easter about which
Luke reports Jesus departing after appearing to the whole community of disciples since the Day of
Resurrection. The deeper meaning of the Ascension, however, is about us, the Church, Jesus’s
Community of Love, and how we are to carry on his work of reconciliation in the world. Or, as he
would understand it in Hebrew, tikkun olam, repair of the world. There is much work to do which
Jesus began. What a true honor it is that he has gathered us and commissioned us to do the work
that he does, “and greater things than these now that I am going to the Father.”

           Yours in Christ,
           Fr. Kirk Alan Kubicek, Priest in Charge



The Vision: A Community of Love
         

The Core Values of A Community of Love are: Faithfulness, Integrity, Compassion,

Hospitality, Curiosity, Informed Choice, Transparency, Accountability, and Humility. In fact,

perhaps Humility ought to be at the top of the list since its opposite, Hubris, has often been,

throughout history, the stumbling block that has held the Church back from being A

Community of Love. 

 Some Core Assumptions are: People are doing the very best they can with what they have,

and capacities vary with time. It’s a beautiful thing to ask for help when needed. Each of us

sees things others don’t. People may disagree with me and have pure motives. Differences

are opportunities for learning and growing. Conflict itself is not good or bad, it’s the way we

move through conflict that can divide or unite. I may be contributing to the problem.

Feedback is a gift. How we work through things is often more important than what we

decide. Kind is better than nice. 

 Some Core Behaviors are: Make “I” statements. Ask genuine questions, give real apologies.

Share relevant information. Use specific examples and agree on what important words

mean. Explain reasoning and intent. Focus on interests, not positions. Test assumptions and

inferences. Jointly design next steps. Practice the “circle back.” Discuss undiscussable

issues. Check our blind spots. 

 

 It’s important to remind ourselves: Jesus didn’t leave. He ascended to a new position of

authority over The Community of Love he gathered, and which has continued as Christ’s

One, Holy, and Apostolic Church. It is also important to remember: As we continue building

our community of love, these values, assumptions, and behaviors may change with time and

context. That is, this vision is not written in stone, but is to be viewed as a living expression

of the kind of community God in Christ calls us to be. 

 

 As you study and reflect on this Vision for the Diocese of Maryland, and for each parish

community therein, give thanks that God has sent us a Bishop who cares deeply about the

health and welfare of all of our churches. For the Community of Love must be most visible in

its local congregations for the repair and reconciliation of the world Jesus began to become

a reality!

        



CHRIST CHURCH VESTRY MINUTES
April 16, 2025, 7 PM Virtual Meeting Via Zoom

Attendance: Fr. Kirk, Molly Neal, Jane O’Leary, Tony Davis, Leslie Amtmann, 
Lyn Edmunds, Rick Baker, Janet Clifton, Kate Davis, Peggy Reel, Lois Tidey

Meeting began at 7:05 PM, with a prayer from J. P. Newell. March minutes were accepted with
one addition (Peggy R. will share audit responsibility with Kate).

Treasurer asked that we disregard “Draft” on the report, which is the final version. Jane notes
that most funds are down or at “no cash” at end of March, which we will need to watch
closely.

Pledges are at 95% of budget, much improved, though overall operating expenses are at 111%
of budget, resulting in a deficit performance in the amount of $8400. It will be difficult, but
we will need to consider alternatives and budget revision, with oversight by Finance
Committee (who meet right before each Vestry meeting.).The audit is in progress.

 Report included two Account History spreadsheets, CC Operations Fund and CC Cemetery
Fund, summarizing account activity and balances for each account through first quarter,
2025.

Finance Committee proposed a revision to the CC Gift Acceptance Policy to use the more
inclusive term “gifts” rather than “bequests.” Also, a threshold of $2000 was proposed to
indicate when gifts are to be applied as income (below $2000) or are to be deposited in the
Operations Endowment Fund. Motion to accept changes in Gift Acceptance Policy was passed.
Treasurer’s report accepted.

Cemetery: Christine Lane has agreed to be the third member of the Cemetery Committee,
along with Chair Leslie Amtmann and Rick Baker. Committee will meet quarterly after Service,
and as needed on an ad hoc basis.

Rector: Fr. Kirk participated in the annual renewal of ordination vows service at the Cathedral,
among 100+ clergy. Bishop Carrie’s sermon is available on E News. Each parish received a
“goody bag” with postcards to be affixed with our mailing labels and sent out to every house
in the parish, noting also the Bishop’s Appeal. Fr. Kirk is working with Renee on services for
Easter and Earth Day (4/27). Fr. Kirk will be away:

May 2-4th, with Jane O’Leary filling in
June 8th, with The Rev. Canon Kristofer Lindh Paine
June 29 , with Fr. Larrie Smithth

July 13 , with Fr. Larrie Smithth

Senior Warden: April 5  was a great Property Clean-up Day, with 12 people doing a lot of
work, inside and out. Sticks were removed, gardens cleared, mowers came later, 9 of 12 parish
hall windows cleaned. Seal is compromised on three windows, likely will need repair. Shout
out of thanks to all!

th



ECW tea will be held on Sunday, May 4. 2025. June 14  is the rummage sale; look for a schedule for

receiving donations. Continuing spring cleaning around parish, shredding unneeded documents. The

Memorial Day Service will be held Monday, May 26  at 9 am.

th

th

A wedding (of non-members) is scheduled in the church on May 10 . In the past, CC has not charged

for community use of just the church building, though we have received donations in the range of $50

- $200. Based on an internet search, Senior Warden is recommending a policy in which a base of $300

would be charged for a three-hour use of the church with access to the annex (for preparation and

rest rooms). Vestry is in consensus with this policy.

th

Junior Warden: Anticipating the arrival of the new Parish Hall doors which are in production. Tony will

remove the awning over the door on Saturday, and replace the siding May 4 .th

Ants have returned. Lynn Pest control will be out to assess and treat on June 23.

Brief discussion about paint color for new PH doors, contenders are red or brown. Consensus is to go

with ECW recommendation of brown to match other PH doors. New rain barrels will be “terra cotta”

color.

Rock Spring Keepers: Property looking great! Hoping to maintain the results of clean up day, and do

some weeding in the pollinator garden. Earth Day (4/27) will feature an eco-themed service, festive

coffee hour with seed-starting project, learning about rain barrels, and raffle winners. Melinda Chase’s

WSA project has begun with removal of invasives north of the annex and prep for rain barrels. There

will be a Rogation Sunday blessing at the pollinator garden on May 25, with give-away of 100s of

donated tulip bulbs. Molly and Melinda walked the entire perimeter of the church property, observing

mature native trees and a healthy stream fed by the Rock Spring. The Keepers met Mrs. Etheline

McKinney, a long time resident of property which abuts the church. Raffle Basket and Mower raffle

ticket sales are modest, but significant, reports Molly.

Next Vestry meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 29 , 2025, at 7 PM via Zoom.th

The meeting ended at 7:50 PM with a prayer for peace.

Peace and Blessings,

Lyn Edmunds, Registrar





KEEPERS’ CORNER JUNE 2025

    This month, it’s all about pollinators!

    That’s right! June 16-22, 2025, marks the annual national celebration of Pollinator Week. Initiated by the
Pollinator Partnership, this year’s festivities across the nation will honor the “Wings of Life.” Here in
Maryland, The White House Nursery in Upperco will host a “Buzzing Celebration” in support of pollinator
awareness and health. 
See whitehousenursery.com/category/events/ for details.

  Christ Church got a jump on the action Sunday, May 25 ! We began with a service to observe Rogation
Days (from the Latin rogare, meaning “to ask”), a time in the church calendar to seek blessings for our
land, its inhabitants, and the common good.

th

   Following the service, Fr. Kirk and the congregation met at the Pollinator Garden for this blessing.
Several plants, such as Foxglove, are blooming, and a pollinator favorite, common milkweed, has
multiplied. Keepers have observed pollinators on warmer days, but no pollinators greeted us on this chilly
morning. Keep visiting, they will come!

   Back at the Parish Hall, we admired the new stepping stones and planting near the busy rain barrels
(more below). During a cozy coffee hour, plants and garden gloves were given away. Alas, the multitude of
donated tulip bulbs were found to have literally bitten the dust during their long storage time. The
desiccated bulbs were recycled in the church compost pile.

 
Earth Day and Conservation Planting Update

  Earth Day 2025 (April 27 ) celebrated the installation of three new rain barrels to harvest roof run-off
rainwater eroding the steep bank behind the Annex. The rain barrels came just in time for two weeks of
heavy rains. Melinda Chase reports that the barrels are doing their job just fine, collecting rain run-off
from the roof, and dispersing water gradually and evenly over the ground. Melinda has added attractive
and functional stepping stones, mulch, and a small shrub to the area. The team is open to suggestions for
native plants to replace the invasive ones which have been removed. The courtyard is looking especially
beautiful this time of year, thanks to the efforts of many.

th

 
Lyn Edmunds



Memorial Day Service and Celebration

     We gather each Memorial Day to remember those who fought for our freedom, in particular,
those who gave the ultimate sacrifice. Christ Church’s historic cemetery holds the remains of
veterans of domestic and foreign wars (Civil War, Spanish American War, Indian Wars, WWI, Korea,
WWII, and Vietnam). 

The service included: 
A member of our community will provided beautiful bagpipe music throughout
Procession to the Cemetery led by a color guard
Gathering Prayer
Bible readings, Prayer for our Country, Lord’s Prayer
Singing of two historic patriotic hymns 
Reading of the Gettysburg Address
Pledge of Allegiance
Remembrance of the departed veterans 
Church bells will toll while flowers are placed on the graves of the veterans
Closing prayer
Procession out of the cemetery

The service was followed by refreshments on the patio of the church hall.
 

 

 

 





Rosalie Gude (daughter of Colleen Murphy and
Jack Gude) received her “white coat” to

signify she has finished the academic portion
of her studies at Kansas State Veterinary

School. She started clinical and has already
castrated a bull by herself (!).

She has one year to go to become an official
“DVM!” 

Her family is very proud.

On Saturday, May 10, 2025, a wedding was held at Christ Church.

Congratulations to Cathi Harris and Cal Haines!

Reverend Haines is a retired Methodist preacher.  

The couple will be residing in Stewartstown, PA.



scan herescan here

Please include your parishioner number on your
envelope and check.

This helps ensure the accuracy of our records.

IF YOU NEED ENVELOPES OR HAVE QUESTIONS
REGARDING YOUR GIVING STATEMENT, PLEASE

CONTACT THE OFFICE.

BLESSINGS REPORT

APRIL DONATIONS: 
$5,554.00

WE NEED $2,000 EACH WEEK
TO MEET OUR EXPENSES.

REPORT

Place your envelope in the collection plate on Sunday
Mail your offering to:

Christ Church
PO BOX 215

Forest Hill, MD 21050
Make an online offering using PayPal

WAYS TO GIVE? 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS!

At the May meeting, the Finance Committee reviewed the Treasurer's Report, which

showed income at 88% of budget and expenses at 104% of budget as of April 30,

2025. Member contributions are at 96% of budget.

In April, $3,352 (100% of the prudent withdrawal amount for 2025) was withdrawn

from the Operations Endowment Fund and deposited into the Operations checking

account to apply to expenses. The budgeted prudent withdrawal amount from the

Cemetery Endowment Fund will be withdrawn when needed for cash flow.

On June 8, Canon Kristofer Lindh-Payne will meet with the Finance Committee to

share his experience and wisdom about how some congregations have used their

property assets as a source of income and a resource for community

engagement/mission. 

The Audit Team of Kate Davis, Peggy Reel, and Rick Baker will begin their review of

2024 financial records imminently and will complete the process in time for

September 1 submission to the Diocese.

Bonnie Klein has been working under Jane O'Leary's supervision to acquire the

knowledge and learn the tasks required for the position of Treasurer. The Vestry voted

unanimously on May 21 to approve the appointment of Bonnie to be Assistant

Treasurer as her role expands. Eventually, Bonnie may be prepared to replace Jane as

Treasurer, who has served as Interim Treasurer for 3.5 years.



Christ Church Prayer List
If there is a name that you would like added to the list for prayerful support, please contact the

parish office, or feel free to drop a note onto the collection plate on Sundays. 
Names will remain on the Prayer List in our weekly bulletin and monthly Chimes 

for 4 weeks unless otherwise requested.

2     Robert Lane
6     David Necker
11   Lynn Klein
13   Christine Lane
14   Douglas Clifton
14   Brooke Eaton
16   Rosalie Gude
20   Betsy Crowl
20   Caroline Copes
27   George Barnett
28   Jean Baumbach

June Birthdays

June Anniversaries

21   Susie and Joseph Necker
23   Molly and Ed Neal
26   Collen Murphy and Jack Gude

Let Us Pray

For those who are sick, in any kind of need or difficulty, especially: 
For the residents of Harford Family House;  For refugees worldwide desperately

seeking safety; For those who suffer because of any humanitarian crises,
especially those created by the war in Ukraine and the escalating climate crisis;

For all the people in the Middle East, that they can experience peace and stability
in their lands; For the victims of natural disasters; For the communities that have

experienced mass shootings.

For those on the prayer list: Sue Sampson, Linda Michel, Dave Fender, Lyn
Edmunds, Ken, Bill Mundy, Alice Richardson, Chris Martin, Kathryn B., Casey,
Lionel Lane, Jonathan Miller, Will, and Wendy Baker.

For these parishioners who are unable to be with us every Sunday:
Glassell & Betty Parker, Lynn Klein, Hazel Borkowski

let us celebratelet us celebratelet us celebrate

Sending sincere condolences to Steve and Melinda Chase on the passing of
Donald Chase.





SUN MON TUE WED THU FR I SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

MONSUN TUE WED THU FRI SAT

Jacki’s Aerobics

6:50-8:00pm

Unity thru

Wellness

4:30-5:30pm

AA- Fri Night

Group

6:30-8:00p

AA- New

Beginnings

9:00-11:00am

AA - Mon Night

Raw

7:30-8:30

10am Quilters

(annex)

Jacki’s

Aerobics

6:50-8:00pm

9:45

JUNE 2025

ECW Meeting

7pm Annex

Vestry Meeting 

7 PM (Zoom)
A.G. - Melinda

Read - Melinda

Chalice - Lois

9:45

A.G. - Debbie

Read - Lois

Chalice - Molly

A.G. - MJ

Read - Bonnie

Chalice - Jane

A.G. - Molly

Read - Molly

Chalice - Kate

9:45

The Finance Committee meeting is NOT a firm date monthly

The ECW meeting is routinely the 2nd Wednesday monthly

The Vestry meeting is routinely the 3rd Wednesday monthly

The Rock Spring Keepers is routinely the 4th Thursday monthly

9:45

Upcoming:

July 17  - RSK Midsummer Zoom 6:30pmth

Aut. 13  - ECW Dinner at Fisherman’s Catchth

Sept. 1  - Audit Due to Diocesest

October 13  - Next Red Cross blood driveth

8am - 2pm

No RSK Meeting

in June

Fr. Larrie

Rev. Cannon

Kristofer Lindh Paine

A.G. - Kate

Read - Kate

Chalice - Lois

9:45

Jackie’s Aerobics Summer Session:

Tues/Thurs: 6/16  -  8/29


