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S iest in Charge

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

As I recently shared in church, we are so blessed to have this historic and sacred space in
which to worship every week. As one worships here on Sunday mornings there is a felt presence
of all the faithful souls who have sustained Christ Church Rock Spring Parish for over two
centuries. Indeed, it is the people, those who love and follow Jesus, who make a church a living
embodiment of the kingdom of God’s love, forgiveness and welcome to all who seek a deeper
experience of the holy in their lives. God in Christ calls us to be a community of welcome and
hospitality for all who seek such an experience in their lives with others who love God and love
their neighbors — all of us wayfarers in an often times challenging and complex world.

Since coming out of the more than two years of a world-wide pandemic, one senses new
life unfolding in Rock Spring Parish. We discover new ways of being the presence of Christ for
others, for instance, in our new-found care for creation. Inspired by the leadership of the Rock
Spring Keepers, we are developing a deeper understanding of what it means to be stewards of
God’s creation in this place that has fostered faithfulness in following the call of Jesus to teach
the Good News and become a healing and reconciling presence in God’s world.

I recently attended a farewell reception for The Right Reverend Robert Ihloff as he
retired for the second time as a bishop for the Diocese of Maryland. He made a point of telling
me how much he enjoyed his visit with us last year. We had given him, among other gifts, a few
bottles of water from the Rock Spring. He told me that he took one of those vials with him
visiting a parish along the western shore who also has an environmental ministry and is restoring
wetlands on their property that empty into the bay. Which wetlands are at the end of the Rock
Spring. He told me how grateful they were to pour the pure water from the source of the Rock
Spring to co-mingle with the waters they were working hard to restore. A small but symbolic
gesture of the work we share to insure there are clean waters for future generations to share and
to care for, made possible by our very own Rock Spring Keepers.

The Keepers once again call us all to collect film-plastics (shopping bags, wrappers, etc.)
as a second round of keeping another 500 pounds of plastic out of the landfills. We successfully
collected 500 pounds recently and were awarded the Trex-Bench that sits in the gardens near the
entrance to the Parish Hall. Trex is an eco-friendly building material made from film plastic and
reclaimed sawdust. Our goal is to collect another 500 pounds and get ourselves another bench to
provide a place where someone may sit and enjoy the 12 acres that houses our parish home.
Collection places are outside the Kitchen Door and inside the parish hall. Tell all your friends,
relatives and neighbors to help us in collecting more film plastic that can be recycled into eco-
friendly Trex! Think “Film-Plastic.”

And also share with them the Good News that Sunday Worship in Christ Church is open
and welcome to one and all at 9:45am Sunday morning throughout the year. We can all bring
our film-plastic on Sunday mornings, worship together in church, and enjoy fellowship after-
wards in the newly air-conditioned Parish Hall! How fortunate we are to have such a sacred and
holy place to come together week by week, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and our Lord,
Jesus Christ.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Kirk Kubicek, Priest in Charge



We are those people known as The Jesus Movement: A Community of Love!

+Michael Bruce Curry is in the tenth and final year serving as the 27th
Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church. The hallmark of his tenure has been his
efforts to recognize that Jesus inspired and led a movement that Bishop Curry likes
to call The Jesus Movement: a Community of Love. To put an exclamation-point
on his efforts, he is returning to Baltimore, where he was rector of St. James’
Episcopal Church for twelve years, to lead a conference in the Baltimore
Convention Center: It’s All About Love — A Festival for The Jesus Movement,

July 9-July 12. This Festival is open to all. There will be daily Worship that is
open to all for free. And for a reasonable fee, there is a full schedule of workshops
each day:

Across the church and around the world, we are hungry for revival and renewal.
Join us for “It’s All About Love,” a churchwide festival of worship, learning,
community, and action for the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement, to be held

Sunday, July 9 through Wednesday, July 12, at the Baltimore Convention Center.

“It’s All About Love” features three Jesus Movement festival “tents” —
Evangelism, Creation Care, and Racial Reconciliation. Each tent will offer an
evening revival worship service and major plenary speaker, plus dozens of day-
time workshops, panels, practice opportunities and other ways to engage. Stick
with one tent or explore across the tents, following the themes of: worship and
liturgy, formation, justice and advocacy, leadership, preaching, stewardship, and

youth and children.

To learn more about It’s All About Love, and to sign up, go to the Diocese of
Maryland Website:

movement/

On the registration site one can create a custom schedule of events you want to
attend. Remember, the Worship Events are Free! If you have never heard +Michael
Curry preach, you owe it to yourself to get on down to the Convention Center!



Stewardship Pledge Forrm
2023

In pragerful consideration of my/our stewardship of God’s regsources, rgsponsibility to Christ
Chureh, and the dgsire to take the negxt stegp in my/our journey of faith, l/we pledge the following
financial support to Christ Chureh for the 2023 church year:

Weekly $

Quarterly &

Monthly &

for a total of $ per ygar

Name:
Hddress:

Phong #: Smail:

e [ would likg to recgive gnvelopes (cirelg ong): Uyes NO

e Cnvglopg #

Signature: Pate:

Please return to Christ Church by mail.

Christ Church, Rock Spring Parish
P.O. Box 215
Forest Hill, MD 21050

Thank you and God Bless!
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Christ Church Vestry Minutes
May 17, 2023

[Virtual Meeting Via Zoom]
Attendance: Fr. Kirk, Jane O’Leary, Leslie Amtmann, Janet Clifton, Peggy Reel, Lois Tidey, Lyn
Edmunds
Meeting began at 7:00 pm with Celtic opening prayer by Fr. Kirk
Vestry minutes from 4/19/2023 meeting were approved as written.
Treasurer’s Report: Cash balance up owing to increased Edw.Jones Acc’t. Pledges are up with one
new pledge and one increased pledge, bringing CC to 102% of targeted member giving. Yet, be

mindful that so far we have withdrawn half of the TRP account that was approved for the year.
Employee compensation 6% above projected, not alarming.

Other Positives: Hall rentals up due to Sr. Warden’s diligence in raising and collecting rents. To
date, flower income is $1000 ahead (large portion is for Christmas flowers, not yet expended). We
are overall 10% above budget for income. On target with total operating expenses. Utilities appear
to be 38% over budget at this point, compared to 191% over at this time last year. Early Indications
suggest decrease in electric bills. We are on target with total operating expenses. We budgeted a
$10,000 deficit, but as of now, CC is 18% below target.

CCS: So far, 8 Vestry Gifts received, leaving $8,350 balance due on $11,000 debt. Outstanding
pledges would add an additional $590. Fr. Kirk outlined Phase II of campaign: a “first class” letter
sent to congregation in June specifically requesting pledges/gifts to retire this debt.

Audit Committee: reports using audit checklist, the verification of accounting has been smooth so
far, with no surprises. In process of clarifying how ECW and Cemetery handle expense approvals,
in order to complete the audit.

Treasurer’s report was approved as presented.

Rector’s Report: Review of recent and forthcoming events:

Sheriff’s Memorial Event May 9th was very moving, a “powerful presence in our cemetery.”
Strong connection between CC and community, as 1st officer killed in the line of duty is buried
here. Thanks to Leslie’s smooth coordination of this event.

Wedding this weekend, and Memorial Day Observance on May 29 (cemetery).

Fr. Kirk attended Clergy conference: “Resurrection Through Relationship,” in which Clergy
engaged in 1:1 listening and sharing to understand (e.g.) one another’s transformative experiences
and interests, a process which could be extended to congregation and community. Useful process
during times of rebirth and transition, such as at CC. Notes Claggett being renovated to improve
conference and retreat possibilities.

Fr. Kirk notes since Easter, Sunday Live-Stream attendance is consistently 6-10 people; with 15-22
people in church. Hard to give meaningful and accurate figures in Parochial Report.



Cemetery: Leslie noted that without consulting the Cemetery Warden, someone “deep-cleaned” the
stone memorial marking the grave of the County Sheriff Deputy Bateman who is buried at CC. The
stone now stands out, and resulted in a request that other gravestones be similarly “cleaned.” Leslie
is opposed, based on her research that cleaning cemetery headstones is a delicate task, and that
certain cleaning techniques can damage the stones.

From an historical preservation perspective, cleaning can alter headstones. Vestry discussed possible

responses to this request, and how to protect our historic cemetery from this and other well intended,

but potentially damaging actions to the property (e.g. artificial decorations and plastic which damage
mowers and do not biodegrade). It was agreed that a reminder of cemetery guidelines be published in
the Chimes.

Rock Spring Keepers: RSK netted $345 from the raffle basket. Road clean up is going well. The
property overall looks good. The shed is being used. The NexTrex Challenge II begins in June. The
nasty knotweed has returned, and is defying containment efforts. RSK is considering purchase of a
“Pullerbear” device for removing underground weeds and small stumps,. The vigorous removal
campaign includes mowing, use of tarps to eliminate sunlight and kill roots, pulling out roots by
hand or with Pullerbear tool, and re-applying defoliant to stems in the fall, followed by planting grass
or other ground cover.

Other noteworthy items:
In absence of Sr. Warden, it was noted that Jazzercize will not be meeting the week before the June
17th rummage sale, but they have asked to meet Saturday June 24th, which is agreeable to Vestry.

After a closing prayer for the Sacred Earth, the meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. The next Vestry
meeting will be on Wednesday, June 21st.

Blessings,
Lyn Edmunds, Registrar




ROCK SPRING CEMETERY
AT CHRIST CHURCH

POLICY AND PROCEDURES

The Rock Spring Cemetery was established in 1795 and has been a landmark

in Forest Hill for more than two centuries. It is part of Forest Hill’s identity and the
resting place for many of Harford County’s prominent citizens. The Cemetery’s
presence helps to provide a sense of peace to passersby and residents of the
community.

Therefore, it is incumbent upon Christ Church members to preserve and
protect the historic and aesthetic character of Rock Spring Cemetery, which is
worthy and deserving of our respect and continued vigilance.

Policy:

The members of Christ Church intend to maintain the original character of the
Cemetery as it exits in its current state as it has evolved over the last two hundred
years. Therefore, all work in the Cemetery must have prior approval of the Cemetery
Administrator and/or the Vestry.

From an ethical point of view, the Guiding Philosophy is to:
Be respectful.
Be safe.
Be authentic.
Do no harm.
Conserve original materials.

Master Plan:

Create a map of the Cemetery.

Accurately record descriptions of monuments and markers including names, dates,
inscriptions, location, orientation, size, insignia/symbols, and condition.

Restore and repair fallen markers.

Maintenance Plan:

1. Regularly mow and trim the grass.

2. Enforce compliance with regulations regarding grave site decorations.

3. Leave headstones as time and nature have provided, with the exception of
removing lichen or moss with a mist spray of water and a soft bristle brush or soft
natural sponge.

As with antique furniture and coins, the patina that has developed over the
centuries should not be disturbed. Therefore, the cleaning of grave markers with
chemicals, soap, detergents, ammonia, bleach, vinegar, or any substance other than



a fine spray of pure water is prohibited, as is the use of abrasive brushes or scrapers.
Power washing is strictly prohibited.

4. Lift and reset fallen headstones.

Emergency Preparedness:

1. Put personal safety first.

2. Have contact information readily available.
3. Document the full extent of damage.

4. Undertake cleaning and repair.

Cemetery Etiquette:

Behavior befitting this hallowed and sacred ground is required.

No trespassing from dusk until dawn.

No loud voices.

No loitering.

No food and drink.

No pets.

No digging or planting of any kind.

No artificial flowers between April 1 and October 30. Real cut flowers only except in
November through March.

No decorations other than the above (including but not limited to) glass, ceramic,
plastic, Styrofoam, toys, balloons, pinwheels, plush animals, solar lights, bird
feeders, etc. Prohibited decorations will be removed and discarded.

No rubbing of grave stones.

No cleaning of grave markers except as previously described.

Complete Rock Spring Cemetery Rules and Regulations are available in the Church
office.

Responsibility:

Application of the Policy ad Procedures is the responsibility of the Cemetery
Administrator, the Vestry, and members of Christ Church.

Developed: March 24, 2023
Approved: June 21, 2023
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WHAT A TURNOUT! June 17 dawned bright and eary and be-
fore our doors opened at 8 AM, aline of eager shoppers
stretched down the length of the sidewalk in front of the Parish
Hall ond wrapped around to the front of the Annex!

Co-chairs Christine and Colleen put in many hours of prepara-
tion and led the Christ Church workers in pricing and display-
ing the items in an attractive and orderly manner. The final
week was a whilwind of activity! Although Happy Camper
Molly was not with us in person, she was there in spirit and pro-
vided guidance, and reminders based upon her experience
with past sales.

MANY THANKS go out to all who donated items, helped to
organize, price, sell, and move merchandise before, during
and after the Rummage Sale, and fo the dedicated shoppers who all made this fundraiser a big
success! We also thank John's Backyard Beefstro for setting up his pit cooker in the parking lot.
Many folks enjoyed delicious sandwiches throughout the day and John generously donated fo
our cause, with fips going to Ukraine Relief.

JuLy 12—ECW EnD OF YEAR WRAP-UP MEETING AND DINNER

4:30 PM FiSHERMAN'S CATCH RESTAURANT (FOREST HiLL LANES)

Join us as we relax and review all we've accomplished this year!
Please RSVP to Colleen 5o she can reserve a table

ECW Meetings are held on the SECOND WEDNESDAY of the month.

After taking a break in AuGust, we will resume business meetings on SErTEMBER 13.
Our meetings are open to anyone and we'd be happy to have you join us to share your ideas
and energy!

SAVE THE DATE!

- Mark you calendar for Tuesday, August 2% from 5-§ PM and plan to meet

: r_f yvour Christ Church friends at Jamrettsville Creamery for the popular ICE

. CREAM SOCIAL! Please see the flyer for details. We'd love to have you join
us in person, but if you prefer camyout, avoid the line and place your order

gl online! htps://jamrettsvillecreamery.hrpos.heartland.us/menu

ICE' Crez]m S-DCiﬂl All orders placed between 5-8 PM will count toward our fundraiser, so please

wait unti 5 to place yours! Don't forget to order deliitems for lunches, and fill

your freezer with frozen treats!

ECW Officers All women of

2022-2023 Christ Church
President
Colleen Murphy  410-925-5875 are automatically
Corres; ding Secreta .
Janet Clifton 2 “410-A38 5072 - members of ECW !
Recording Secretary
Maw]anﬁamsh 410-456-7931 m Im Aﬁ[
Treasurer WELCOME!
Melinda Chase 443-866-1134




Join us for

FUNDRAISER NIGHT
TUESDAY AUGUST 29, 2023
5-9 PM at

Eplscnpal Church anen
Christ Church, Rock Spring Parish
will receive a percentage of ALL sales!

DINE IN or CARRY OUT!

Savory sandwiches, wraps, and paninis
as well as tasty soups and salads!

See their menu at: jarrettsvillecreamery.com
Place your carryout order online between 5-8 PM
and it will count toward our fundraiser, too!
https://jarretisvillecreamery.hrpos.heartland.us/menu

HOMEMADE HAND-DIPPED ICE CREAM!

In an Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Parlor Setting!

STOCK UP!

Deli meats & cheese!
Freshly-baked cookies & brownies!
Shop the country store for jams, dip mixes, candy,
Amish-Style canned fruits & vegetables and more!
Fill your freezer with ice cream quarts & cakes!

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

Questions? Contact Melinda 443-566-1134



2023 Rummage Sale Was a Big Success!

We did it again! Christ Church Rock Spring’s recent Rummage Sale on 6/17
scored big both for the Church and for Community Relations. Crowds from
around the community came to shop and at times there was a line down the
Parish Hall stretching from the “pay table” all the way to kitchen swinging
doors--they came and they bought! The bargains couldn’t be beat—that was
a fact!

From housewares and appliances to instruments, yard tools and toys, Christ
Church had it all. People chatted and browsed and compared goodies. We all
enjoyed the “buzz” and happy atmosphere in the Hall.

Many also enjoyed the delicious sandwiches from John’s Backyard Beefstro
truck — he sold out of Pit Beef and Pit Turkey! He again generously donated
any tips received to our collection for the people of Ukraine (which generated

about $100) and also made a generous personal donation to Christ Church.
The best part is that the sale generated over $2,000, providing support to our
parish and outreach efforts.

Huge thanks to the MANY people who worked before, during, and after @
, . . Y
the sale. We couldn’t have done it without each one of you. ‘J
[~

Once again, we’ve shown that while we may be small, we are MIGHTY!

Christine Lane and Colleen Murphy
2023 Rummage Sale Co-chairs




A woman of @V\m&

Surrenders her lfe.
Seeks His will in all things.
Studies His word.
Spends daily time in prayer.
Selects her friends wisely.
Supports & encourages others,
Shares the Gospel message.
Suffers through trials with inner
peace, so that His light may
shine forth through her.
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Welcome Home
Ed & Molly

Lois Tidey and Pat Rohrman were pleased to present

to the winner of the raffle, the Royal Tea Quilt...
Christ Church’s very own Molly Neal!

Congratulations
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KEEPER’S CORNER

The Christ Church Rock Spring Keepers have once again accepted the CHALLENGE to collect 5001bs of stretch
plastic between the months of June thru November, 2023. We’ve done it before, we can do it again!

PLEASE HELP US ACHIEVE OUR GOAL TO KEEP RECYCLABLE PLASTIC OUT OF THE LANDFILLS.
AND, WE COULD RECEIVE ANOTHER TREX BENCH FOR OUR PROPERTY.

What can be recycled?

\ P =5 20 o T \D
(PG y s ICE
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Grocery bags Bread Bubble Dry cleaning Newspaper Ice Plastic shipping
bags wrap bags sleeves bags envelopes

— e W ) &2

Ziploc & other reclosable Cereal Case Salt Pallet wrap & Wood pellet Produce
food storage bags bags overwrap bags stretch film bags bags

To learn more about the NexTrex program: https:/ /nextrex.com/

IN OTHER NEWS:

The Keepers continue to monitor and pick up litter along our adopted Rock Spring Church Road. This is done
monthly. If you would be interested in joining our team to keep our property and surrounding neighborhood litter
free, we’d love to have your participation.

How does your garden grow? After a severe period of drought and then several days of soaking rain, our adopted
gardens are growing like crazy. While the ground is soft, this could be a good time to check your adopted garden
and pull those pesky weeds and trim the shrubs. Chrysanthemums can be trimmed back by 1/3 to prep them for fall
blooming. A reminder that trimmings should be placed in the marked compost area, behind the parish hall.

The Rock Spring Keepers meet monthly on the first Tuesday, via Zoom. New members are always welcome.
The RSK will next meet Aug. 3.


https://nextrex.com/

THE CHRIST CHURCH ROCK SPRING
KEEPERS HAVE ONCE AGAIN ACCEPTED THE
CHALLENGE TO COLLECT 500 LBS OF
STRETCH PLASTIC BETWEEN THE MONTHS OF
JUNE—NOVEMBER 2023.

PLEASE HELP US ACHIEVE OUR GOAL TO
KEEP RECYCLABLE PLASTIC OUT OF THE
LANDFILLS.

~DROP OFF YOUR PLASTIC IN THE MARKED BIN
ON THE CHURCH PATIO.™

THANK YOU FOR BEING A GOOD STEWARD
OF OUR SACRED ISLAND HOME, PLANET EARTH.

Announcement concerning poundage for the month:

Our plastic poundage for June is

37 pounds.




Thank you Richard & Lois Tidey .......

Dick was here for hours over
- several days last week power
washing the cement walkway,
buildings and patio.

8 In addition, he sanded down
the picnic table and benches.

Joining him was his lovely
wife, Lois, who helped him to

paint the items this beautiful
shade of blue.

‘We Are Lucky

TO HAVE YOU!
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Tyler Davis is the proud recipient of the 2023 Joan Hickey Kelley Scholarship offered through the Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church. Tyler will be attending Loyola University of Maryland in the fall.




WeERLY ENVELOPES

BLESSINGS REPORT Many Thanks
For Your GCenerosity

June total - $4,720

We need $2,000 each week
to meet our expenses.

HAND ME DOWN HUB

Please remember to
mail your offering to:

Christ Church
P.0. Box 215 Infant to Teen sizes available.
Forest HI", MD 21050 Send a request for yourself

or another.

PLEASE REMEMBER

INCLUDE YOUR PARISHIONER NUMBER ON THE
ENVELOPE. IT HELPS ENSURE ACCURACY OF OUR RECORDS.

If you need envelopes or have questions regarding your giving statement, please contact the office.
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July 22—St. Mary Magdalene
Psalm: 42:1-7

1*Lesson: Judith 9:1,11-14

2" Lesson: 2 Corinthians 5:14-18
Gospel: John 20:11-18

July 25—James the Apostle
Psalm: 7:1-10
1" Lesson: Jeremiah 45:1-5
2™ Lesson: Acts 11:27—12:3
Gospel:  Matthew 20:20-28

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

July -
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1-Leslie Amtmann
4—Phil Klein, Sr.
5—Mary Jane Parrish
10—Blake Gude
11—David Fender
16—David Martell
ANNIVERSARIES 21—Danette Moss
22—Angela Hoover
July - 30—Dan Moss

2—Angela & Christopher Hoover
2—Rose & Jeff Eaton

CHRIST CHURCH PRAYER LIST: If there is a name that you would like added to the list for
prayerful support, please contact the parish office, or feel free to drop a note onto the collection plate on
Sundays. Names will remain on the Prayer List in our weekly bulletin and monthly Chimes for 4 weeks
unless other arrangements are requested.

LET US PRAY: For those who are sick, in any kind of need or difficulty, especially: For the
residents of Harford Family House; For peace and understanding in Baltimore; For all the victims of
recent terror attacks throughout the world; For refugees worldwide desperately seeking safety; For those
who suffer because of any humanitarian crises, especially those created by the war in Ukraine and the
escalating climate crisis; For all the people in the Middle East, that they can experience peace and
stability in their lands; For the victims of natural disasters; For the communities that have experienced
mass shootings.

For those on our prayer list: Hazel Borkowski, Sue Sampson, Lisa Parr, Betty Parker, Kevin & Linda
Michael, Jackson, Libby Ohl, Dave Fender, James William Knell, Jim Knell

For these parishioners who are unable to be with us every Sunday:
Glassell & Betty Parker; Pat Rohrman; Lynn Klein



Christ Church Rock Spring Parish
In the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland

2100 Rock Spring Road
P.O. Box 215
Forest Hill, MD 21050
JULY 2023
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Jazzercise Jazzercise AA—.Ne.w
9:45— 11:15 a.m. 9:45—11:15 a.m. Beginnings
Jazzercise 9:00—11:00 a.m.
5:30— 7:00pm 10 am Quilters (annex)
AA—Fri Night
AA—Mon Night Raw Jacki’s Aerobics Jazzercise Jacki’s Aerobics Group
7:30— 8:30 p.m. 6:50—8:00 p.m. 6:15—7:30 p.m. 6:50—8:00 p.m. 6:30— 8:00 p.m.
(chairs stay up)
1
2 3 Se’pi 6 7 8
S
0 COpaj
h a rep
OmQT)
9:45— 5th Sunday after
Pentecost ECW Meeting
AG.—MJ 7:00 p.m.
9 10 12 13 14 15
ECW End of Year
Wrap Up Meeting
&
Dinner
9:45 — 6th Sunday after ) 6:30 p'.m.
Pentecost Vestry Meeting Fisherman’s Catch
A.G.— Debbie 7:00 p.m. Please RSVP
16 17 18 19 20 21
9:45— 7th Sunday after
Pentecost
A.G.— Melinda St. Mary Magdalene
23 24 27 28 29
9:45 — 8th Sunday after
Pentecost S5 The Parents of the
A.G.—Janet James the Apostle Blessed Virgin Mary
30 31
9:45 — 9th Sunday after
Pentecost
A.G.—Kate
Harford 250 Celebration—Begins March 2023; Ends March 2024
Office Phone: 410-838-6606 Email: christchrsp@gmail.com Office Hours: By appointment only
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