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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Sunday, April 2, we enter the octave (eight days) of Holy Week. Our schedule of services 
looks like this: 

 Palm Sunday, April 2, Parish Hall 9:45am, in the Church at 10:00am 
 Wednesday, April 5 Compline Live Stream at 9:00pm 
 Maundy Thursday Service, April 6 at 7:00 p.m. in the Church 
 Good Friday Service, April 7 at Noon in the Church 
 Easter Morning Service, April 9 at 9:45 a.m. in the Church 
 

From the earliest days of the Jesus Movement, Christians would gather in Jerusalem to remember 
his final days beginning with Palm Sunday. Liturgies began to appear like walking the Stations of 
the Cross, observing the Last Supper, washing one another’s feet as described in the Gospel of 
John, a solemn remembrance of the Crucifixion and Burial on Good Friday, an Easter Vigil  
beginning in the middle of the night and concluding with a celebration of the Feast of the  
Resurrection, Easter, as dawn would break. Pilgrims would arrive in Jerusalem from all over the 
ancient world to remember these most holy days of what became the Christian Year as we now 
know it. 
 
Once Jerusalem and the Temple were razed to the ground in the year 70, however, these 
celebrations took place in local churches, eventually cathedrals, and the Church, as it is today, 
became a reality. The Easter Vigil and Easter morning services were a time when converts were 
baptized after a period of study, prayer and preparation during the time of Lent. Easter is, and has 
always been, the Primary Feast of the Church. With the evolution of the various services in Holy 
Week, it is easy to forget that the events beginning with the entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 
through the Day of Resurrection are all considered to be one, continuous event. This is why for 
one to feel the full impact of what God in Christ was doing for us all that week long, long ago, it 
helps to participate in all the services from Palm Sunday through Easter Day. 
 
It is a particular time of rejoicing for us all because this will be the first time since the beginning of 
Pandemic in March, 2020, that Christ Church Forest Hill Rock Spring Parish is able to offer the full 
Holy Week schedule of services – in person, and in church. Of course, we will continue to Live 
Stream for all of those who for whatever reason are not able to be in church. But once we have all 
celebrated Holy Week together, to sing and shout “Alleluia” once again, not only after the forty 
days of Lent, but the several years of isolation for some brought upon us by a global Pandemic. 
 
May we all feel renewed and reborn in the life of the Spirit of Christ, as we celebrate Holy 
Week together as the gathered people of the Jesus Movement sustained by our Lord’s life and 
love! 
 

Yours in Christ, 

The Reverend Kirk Kubicek, Priest in Charge 



We are those people who Care for the Earth and Everything Therein! 
 
One of the things I look forward to during the annual observance of Lent are the petitions in the 
Rite I Prayers of the people. In particular is this reminder: 
 
“Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in 
thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy 
bounty.” 
 
However one interprets the two stories of Creation in the first two chapters of Genesis, the central 
truth of our being made, female and male, “in the image of God” is that we have been created to 
be stewards of Creation – stewards, caretakers, of the Earth itself. We need the Earth, and  
everything therein: The earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in it, the world and all who dwell therein. 
(Psalm 24:1) Those who dwell therein includes every creature, every animal, every insect, every 
earthworm! And perhaps most especially, the bees. 
 
We are only recently becoming aware of the simple fact: no bees, no agriculture; no agriculture, no 
food. Yet, large colonies of bees have recently been disappearing for a variety of reasons. Central 
to those reasons, it appears, is our lack of good stewardship when it comes to tending to the land, 
the soil, itself. Using certain chemicals and petro-chemicals has allowed for greater yields from 
each acre of land. But it appears that we have been poisoning the very creatures who pollinate the 
plants we need for food. 
 
The bees are only one example. Creatures have been going extinct at an alarming rate. Fortunately, 
we are beginning to understand just what it means to be “faithful stewards” of God’s bounty. The 
most important awareness conveyed by the psalmist would be that “The Earth is the Lord’s,” not 
ours to do with as we please. We were placed on this “fragile Earth our island home” to be  
stewards, caretakers, of God’s Earth – and to take care of all creatures great and small, including 
one another. To be “the image of God,” in the Hebrew, means that we are God’s tokens, God’s  
ambassadors, God’s servants to tend the Earth for the sake of all creatures. 
 
To remind us of all of this, Earth Day came into existence as an annual time to take seriously 
what it is we pray for – to be faithful stewards of God’s bounteous plane Earth. So far, we look to 
be on the most unique planet in the Universe when it comes to being an entire planet of living 
things! Our Rock Spring Keepers are the vanguard servants for us, and the Forest Hill community 
we serve, to return us to this most fundamental responsibility as God’s people: to care for the 
Earth, right here at Christ Church. For what we do with our 12 acres makes an impact on all of the 
rest of creation. 
 
Sundays April 16 and 23, our Sunday Worship will be focused on what it means to be faithful  
stewards of God’s creation. The Rock Spring Keepers will have information and activities for us in 
this coming octave which includes Earth Day. Please plan to be on hand not only for Easter, April 
9, but the following two Sundays as we examine just what it means to be the people we have 
been created to be: faithful stewards of God’s bounty and all of God’s creation! 



Stewardship Pledge Form 

2023 

 

In prayerful consideration of my/our stewardship of God’s resources, responsibility to Christ 
Church, and the desire to take the next step in my/our journey of faith, I/we pledge the following 
financial support to Christ Church for the 2023 church year: 

 

 Weekly $_______________                

  

Quarterly $_______________ 

  

Monthly $_______________ 

                     For a total of $_______________ per year 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________  

Phone #: _________________________ Email: _______________________________  

• I would like to receive envelopes (circle one):       YES           NO    

• Envelope #_______________ 

 

Signature: ________________________________________Date: ___________ 

 

Please return to Christ Church by mail. 

Christ Church, Rock Spring Parish 
P.O. Box 215 

   Forest Hill, MD  21050 
 

                                                                         Thank you and God Bless! 
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Christ Church Vestry Minutes 
 

February 15, 2023 
 

 [Virtual Meeting Via Zoom] 

 
 

Attendance: Fr. Kirk, Molly Neal, Tony Davis, Jane O’Leary, Lyn Edmunds, Leslie Amtmann,  
Lois Tidey, Janet Clifton  
 
Meeting began at 7:05 pm with opening prayer.  
 
Vestry Minutes from 1/11/2023, meeting approved with correction of next meeting date to 
2/15/2023.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Income and expenses are slightly inflated due to new calendar year, and date 
of posting. Cash increase is due to higher earnings in Edw. Jones account. Jane is still awaiting 
statement from T. Rowe Price. Truist account is actually less than shown due to payment of  
January bills. CC has 20 pledges, just above pledged amount from 2022. Members contributed 
17% above expected as of 1/31/23. Electric use is higher due to improved HVAC, hopefully to be 
offset by lower fuel oil use.  
 
Action Item: Repayment of Cemetery Loan for HVAC: A recent gift of $500 has been repaid to 
Cemetery, with remaining loan balance of $11,000. Vestry considered use of other listed gifts to 
repay cemetery, but these funds have been used for operating expenses, and hence are not  
available.  
 
Rector’s Report: Kudos to the Spaghetti Dinner Team! Parochial Report completed in record time. 
Noting diocesan changes in reporting, Fr. Kirk explained his inclusion of attendance from  
live-stream offices such as noonday prayers, for accuracy and consistency in weekly figures.  
Numbers reflect gradual taper in attendance and live-stream offices due to lifting of COVID-19 
restrictions. Compline will be offered during Lent and also perhaps through Easter season.  
 
Rector’s Book List: Toward the Kingdom of Heaven: 40 Daily Readings on the Sermon on the 
Mount, by Amy-Jill Levine; Experiences of God, by Jurgen Moltmann (promotes “theology of 
hope”).  
 
Senior Warden: Welcome to new Vestry, Janet Clifton and Peggy Reel.  
 
Officers for 2023 formally installed: Senior Warden: Molly Neal; Junior Warden: Tony Davis; 
Registrar: Lyn Edmunds; Treasurer: Jane O’Leary.  
 
 Parochial Report: One correction: Change registrar name to Lyn Edmunds.  
 One addition: Ecumenical Mission of Lois and Richard Tidey who participated in a project 
 for re-settlement of Afghani refugee family. With these changes, parochial report  
 unanimously accepted. Other items: thanks to dedicated group of volunteers, Piecemakers 
 Quilting Group will move on 2/20 to beautifully refurbished space in the annex.  
 
 ECW: Successful spaghetti dinner on Feb. 4th! 92 tickets sold for $1300, with $800 netted 
 after expenses. Our “sister church,” Holy Trinity publicized and sold tickets, as did Centre 
 Methodist. Molly reached out to Holy Trinity to help them organize a rummage sale. A new 
 family attended the dinner and have come to church as well. ECW has full calendar: Hope 
 for the Homeless Dinner in March. Royal-Tea on April 30th. Rummage sale on June 17th .  



 
Junior Warden: Tony reports locks moved to new quilting rooms to secure their equipment. Met with 
contractor Steven Taylor re: Basement waterproofing and mold. Radon testing slightly elevated on 
self-test. Mr. Taylor will offer recommendations for basement and radon mitigation. 
 
Cemetery: Two families have inquired about their family plots for burials within the year (in spring, 
August). One family (Hays) has historic graves at CC in Section 1. Also a reminder that the cemetery 
loan of $11,000 for CC HVAC needs to be repaid ASAP.  
 
Rock Spring Keepers: Movie Matinee of “Hometown Habitat” on January 21 held with 13 attendees, 
a lively discussion, snacks and door prizes Planning for follow-up movie TBA. Adopt-a Road has 
volunteers signed-up through July. Still awaiting County signage. March 12th , tickets go on sale to 
win Keeper’s spectacular Raffle Basket! Earth Day to be observed Sunday April 23rd, with special 
service and music, eco-themed coffee hour activity when winner of Raffle Basket announced.  
 
 RSK plans: Remove trash, non CC signs, and invasives around utility pole near Rt. 24 (in 
 progress). Address dying weeping cherry in cemetery; involves vine eradication, tree removal 
 and replacement with native tree. Invasives to be removed from courtyard bed for Melinda’s 
 WSA Capstone project. Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm, with closing prayer from John Philip 
 Newell, Praying with the Earth.  
 
Next Vestry Meeting will be March 15, 2023 at 7 pm via Zoom. 
 
  
         Blessings,  
         Lyn Edmunds, Registrar 
 
 







April finds the Rock Spring Keepers buzzing around the Christ Church property and getting ready for Earth Day, to be  
celebrated at church on Sunday, April 23rd.   This year’s Earth Day Theme is “Invest in the Earth.” 
 
The cemetery has been spruced up for May 9, 2023, when the Harford County Sheriffs’ Department will hold their annual 
Fallen Heroes Memorial Event here at Christ Church, which, by the way, is where the first fallen hero in Harford County is 
buried. 
 
In preparation for May 9th, invasive vines and weeds have been removed from the graveyard, and shrubbery trimmed. 
Thanks to Ed Neal and Richard Tidey, a dying cherry tree overtaken by three types of invasive ivy vines, has also been 
removed. 
 
On Earth Sunday (April 23), the service will focus on caring for the earth. at coffee hour, there will be a directed activity to 
grow herbs that support pollinators. The winner of the Keeper’s raffle basket (chock full of nifty eco-themed must-haves) 
will be announced. Don’t forget to buy your tickets in the Parish Hall next to the Coffee Hour Table. Proceeds benefit the 
activities of the Rock Spring Keepers. 
 
Check out the Bel Air Farmer’s Market to find native plants which thrive locally. Try to replace a bit of green grass with 
native plants to retain water in the watershed. 

 
FOR FLOWERS THAT BLOOM 

 
For flowers that bloom about our feet; 
For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet; 

For song of bird, and hum of bee 
For all things fair we hear or see, 
Father in heaven, we thank Thee! 
For blue of stream and blue of sky; 

For pleasant shade of branches high; 
For fragrant air and cooling breeze; 
For beauty of the blooming trees, 
Father in heaven, we thank Thee! 

 
-Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 
                                                                                 Lyn Edmunds 



The newly formed Adopt-A-Garden program has officially kicked off for the Spring season.  

 

The courtyard and the parking lot entry (gardens #1, 3 & 4) look fabulous thanks to David Martell. David is looking for a volunteer to help 

him keep the weeds down throughout the summer. Could that be you? 

 

The meditation area of the cemetery (garden #14) has been adopted by Lyn Edmunds and Joy Mayfield. The first order of business was 

to remove the ivy-choaked tree. 

 

Lyn knew just who to ask for the job. Here Ed Neal makes quick work of taking it down. He and Richard Tidey cleaned up the area as well.  

Love that teamwork. 

 

Have you started tending your adopted garden? Please send in your pictures to show your progress. 

 

Happy Gardening                                                                                                        Molly Neal 

Our wonderful ECW group  

preparing meals for delivery to 

 some struggling families in  

Harford County.   

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>  





The  

  Good  

    News  

      Column 

 

*Friday Night A.A. Group says … “We offer our appreciation and gratitude for 

keeping the doors of your church open to us”.  (Molly Neal) 

 

*Thanks to those who contributed to the 2022 Bishop’s Appeal.  As  
promised, 15% of those donations were contributed back to Christ Church. 
(Jane O’Leary)  
 
 
*Thanking all for the wonderful messages, beautiful cards and gifts of get 
well. I love and miss all of you! The prayers, especially helped me to get thru 
a grueling 6 plus hour surgery with no complications, no transfusions needed, 
and no breathing problems. Now I need continued prayer for all future  
interventions for my cancer. God bless each of you.  
         Thank you, Susan Sampson  
 

 

*My thanks to everyone for the cards, good wishes, and prayers during my  
recent surgery and recovery. I was surrounded by love!     
           Melinda Chase 



Announcements 

The Harford County Sheriff Department will be holding a Community  
Commemoration Ceremony for Fallen Officers on May 9th 

 in the loop of Christ Church Historic Cemetery.   
 

Tuesday, May 9th—10:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m. 
 

All are Welcome! 
 
 

Interesting Fact:  The1st Harford County Sheriff who died in the 
line of duty is laid to rest in our Cemetery.  

Rummage Sale Donations:   

Beginning Sunday, May 21st, those who want to donate household goods for the sale 
can begin dropping off to either the parish hall or annex.  A donation schedule will be 
available soon.  (reminder:  no books or clothes please)  

 

                                                  The sale is Saturday, June 17th!   



Open House March 19, 2023 



    WEEKLY ENVELOPES 
     
 

BLESSINGS REPORT      
 

March total - $6,595 
    
We need $2,000 each week  
to meet our expenses. 
     
  

      
  
 

 

Please remember to 
mail your offering to: 
 
Christ Church 
P.O. Box 215 
Forest Hill, MD 21050 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marianne Kidd                                              

410-937-0865                       

                                            

HMDHub@gmail.com                                                      

www.Facebook.com/HMDHub                                                      

HAND ME DOWN HUB 

Infant to Teen sizes available. 

Send a request for yourself  

or another. PLEASE REMEMBER

INCLUDE YOUR PARISHIONER NUMBER ON THE  

ENVELOPE. IT HELPS ENSURE ACCURACY OF OUR RECORDS. 

If you need envelopes or have questions regarding your giving statement, please contact the office.  



PRAY for those who are sick, in any kind of need or difficulty, especially: For the residents  
of Harford Family House; For peace and understanding in Baltimore; For all the victims of recent terror attacks 
throughout the world; For the refugees leaving Syria and Central America in desperation;   For those who  
suffer because of the extreme humanitarian crises; For all the people in the Middle East, that they can  
experience peace and stability in their lands; For the victims of natural disasters;  For the communities that  
have experienced Mass Shootings & Riots. 
 
For those on our prayer list:  For Sue Sampson, Sue Tressler, Kevin & Linda, Betty Parker, Beverly Gomez, 
Dan Moss, Robin, Keith Hamilton, Sharon Selke, Sharon Slaugenhoup, Caroline, Donald Heddy, Karen  
Fulcomer, Art Smith, Eliot, Rebecca, Louise, Carole, Don,  Lael, Jacqueline, Hollis, Mike Yates, Catherine 
Horchner, Ken, Libby Ohl, Judith Herseth, Mary Tucci, Sherry Cole, Silvia Meranski, Sam Robertello,  
Amanda Tidey, Bill D., Hazel Borkowski, John, Tyler Woodard-Barnhill, Lisa Parr 
 
For our Missionary: Jean M. Baumbach 
 
For these parishioners who are unable to be with us every Sunday: 
Glassell & Betty Parker; Beth Hauser; Pat Rohrman, Lynn Klein, Libby Ohl 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY        

 

April  
 
 1-Lois Tidey 
 3-Hannah Wolf 
 5-Kate Davis 
 8-Olivia Borkowski-Johnson 
19-Scott Kidd 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

April 
 

 4-Melinda & Stephen Chase 

 6-Lyn Edmunds & Dave Fender 

21-Robert & Christine Lane 

30-Hank & Sharon Selke 

 

April 25—St. Mark the Evangelist 
  Psalm:        2 or 2:7-10 
  1st Lesson:  Isaiah 52:7-10 
  2nd Lesson: Ephesians 4:7-8,11-16 
  Gospel:      Mark 1:1-15 or Mark 16:15-20 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



       Christ Church Rock Spring Parish  
In the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland 

2100 Rock Spring Road 
P.O. Box 215 

                 Forest Hill, MD 21050 

 
Office Phone:   410-838-6606           Email: christchrsp@gmail.com        Office Hours:  By appointment only 

Sunday 
 

Monday 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 
5:30— 7:00pm 
 
AA—Mon Night Raw 
7:30— 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday 
 
Jazzercise 
9:45— 11:15 a.m. 
 
10 am Quilters (annex) 
 
Jacki’s Aerobics 
6:50—8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 
6:15—7:30 p.m. 

Thursday 
 
Jazzercise  
9:45—11:15 a.m. 
 
 
 
Jacki’s Aerobics 
6:50—8:00 p.m. 

Friday 
 
 
 
 
 
AA—Fri Night Group 
6:30— 8:00 p.m. 
(chairs stay up) 

Saturday 
 
AA—New Beginnings 
9:00—11:00 a.m. 

 
 

     1 

2 
 
 
 

 
9:45— Sunday of  

the Passion 
A.G.— M.J. & Molly 

3 4 5 
 

Compline 
9:00 p.m. 
Facebook  

6 
 
 
 
 
Maundy Thursday 

7:oo p.m. 
A.G.—MJ 

7 
 
 
 
 

Good Friday 
Noon  

A.G.—Molly 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Saturday 

 
9 

 
 
 
 

 
 

9:45—Sunday of  
The Resurrection 

A.G.— Kate & et al 

10 11 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ECW Meeting 
7:00 p.m.     

13 14 15 

16 
         

 
 
 
 

9:45—2nd Sunday of  
Easter 

A.G.— Debbie 

17 18 19 
 
 
 
 
 

 Vestry Meeting 
7:00 p.m. 

20 21 22 

 
23 
 
 
 

9:45— 3rd Sunday of 
Easter 

A.G.— Melinda * 

24 25   St. Mark the  
         Evangelist 

26 27 28 29 
 

30 
 
 

 
9:45—4th Sunday of  

Easter 
A.G.—Janet 

      

April 2023 

Harford 250 Celebration—Begins March 2023; Ends March 2024 

mailto:christchrsp@gmail.com

